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Letter from the Ministry Team 
 

Dear friends, 
 

The first week in September is, for some of us, really like a kind of New 

Year, a big change of rhythm after the summer holidays.  Children back to 

school, there are assemblies and lessons to take, various church groups 

and meetings resume after the summer break.  But, of course, it‟s not like that for all 

of us.  Those who aren‟t bound in to the school calendar may be taking a holiday, and 

enjoying the cheaper out-of-season rates (or perhaps enduring the low exchange 

rate!)  For others still the months of the year aren‟t marked so clearly – our daily 

routines are pretty much the same, whatever the weather. 
  

Life feels different to different people.  Some of us feel fulfilled, some of us  

frustrated.  Some of us are busy, some are bored.  Some get out and about a lot, 

some are less mobile than we‟d like.  Some of us are surrounded by activity and  

people and conversation; some of us feel we don‟t have much to do and not many 

people to talk with. 
  

One of the unusual things about a church family is that, at its best, it draws together 

people from a range of backgrounds, experiences, opinions, and ages.  And this means 

we need as a church to make sure we try and care for each other, being willing to 

think about how others might have different needs, desires, and views from our 

own.  We also try to offer a range of activities, different formats, different times of 

the week, to try and cater for these different needs.   
  

So among the many things we do, our Pastoral Team is particularly conscious of the 

need to care for those who may feel isolated or lonely, particularly where this is the 

result of age, bereavement, or illness.  The August afternoon was well-attended and 

much appreciated; thanks to Elaine and Mary for organising, and all the volun-

teers.  For our younger families Tots and Teddies and Children‟s Church resume this 

month, along with a new group for those children in Year 4 and above; we also look 

forward to hearing our Song School in our 10am service on 22nd September. 
  

You can read in the pages of this magazine some of the different things  

happening.  You can also pick up our new What’s On leaflet, which tries to list in one 

place most of the activities and groups which the parish organises.  Do take one for 

yourself – and if you have a friend you think might find something interesting, do take 

one to give to them: there‟s no substitute for a personal invitation. 
  

Although we may be very different in many ways, it‟s also important to remember 

what we share is so much more important: we are people who are finding, in the 

Christian message and the life of the Church, that meaning and hope which all human 

beings seek.  Whether September feels like a fresh start or not, may these coming 

weeks be a time when we ponder that message again, and may we be drawn deeper 

on into our journey of Christian faith as we pray that others too may join in faith and 

fellowship with us. 

 with prayers and best wishes, 



Parish Diary 
 

Thursday @ 10 

2nd & 4th Thursdays in the month at 10am in the church hall 
 

 

Mothers’ Union 

Next meetings : September 5th & October 3rd 
 

Ladies Social Group 

2nd Tuesday in the month at 7.30pm for 8.00pm 

September 10th & October 8th 
 

 

Thursday @ 10 

2nd and 4th Thursdays in the month 

12th September at 10am - Sue Manser - “Teaching British Education in Egypt” 
 

Fellowship Lunch 
1st Friday in the month at 12.30pm 

September 6th supporting Reading Family Aid 
 

Prayer for St Peter’s  

The next Prayers for St Peter‟s will be on Thursday 26th September 7.45pm to 

8.30pm in the Lady Chapel, everyone is very welcome to come and pray for 

our church and community.  

Dates for your diary:  
Thursdays 26th September; 24th October and 28th November 
  

 

Wednesday Bible Study 

On the first Wednesday of the month, we‟re holding a Bible Study from 10.30  

- 11.30 am in the choir vestry.  This follows on from our  

midweek communion (at 9.30am) but you are welcome to just 

come to the Bible Study. Tea/coffee will be available between 

communion and the Bible Study – so come a little early if you 

want a hot drink!  Speak to Hannah or Elaine if you would like 

to know more.   
Next Bible study will be: Wednesday 4th September 

 

Cake Sale. There will be a cake sake on Sunday 8th September, after the 

10.00am service, in aid of Anna Sims our Mission Partner in Peru 

 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Services and Events 
Confirmation: If you haven‟t already been Confirmed, Confirmation is a 

chance to explore the Christian faith and journey of life, making a public  

commitment (with others) in a service led by the Bishop. Ideal for those who 

are new to church or coming back after a break. There will be a Confirmation  

Service in a local parish church on the evening of Thursday 26th September, 

please speak to Philip or Hannah if you would like to find out more.  
 

Study Leave 

You may know that Philip is in the middle of studying for a doctorate, which 

involves researching and writing a long essay of up to 100,000 words. To give 

more time for this study, the Bishop has given Philip eight weeks of research 

leave this autumn.  Philip will not be undertaking ministry duties in the parish 

or the diocese for most of October and November. During this period, the 

ministry team and Parish Office will be busier than usual as they will be  

covering Philip‟s work as well, so we‟d be especially grateful for everyone‟s  

understanding and patience!   
 

Help with Tots and Teddies. Please speak to Hannah or Ellie Parr-Bell if 

you might be interested in helping with our toddler group, which meets on 

Wednesday mornings. We need help in the kitchen and general help with the 

sessions. We‟re very grateful to Sara Ballard and Mary Brooke who have  

faithfully served drinks and snacks for many years but have decided it is now 

time to have a rest. 
 

 

Choir Singing at Coventry Cathedral 

This weekend the choir is singing the services in Coventry  

Cathedral  (Evensong on Saturday 31st August and at the  

Cathedral Eucharist and Evensong on Sunday 1st September). This will mark 

our tenth successive year of Cathedral or Abbey visits.  These visits are  

always very challenging as we strive to meet the difficulties of singing in a very 

different building and with different service styles, but they are also  

enormously rewarding as we prepare for the weekend and enjoy time away  
together.  Coventry Cathedral is of course particularly interesting as it  

combines the ruins of the former Cathedral, destroyed during the Second 

World War, with the stunning architecture of the new building designed by 

Basil Spence.  The site illustrates very clearly the foundation of the cathedral‟s  

ministry of Peace and Reconciliation. 
 
 



The Bishop of Oxford will be on a pilgrimage walk around the diocese 

in the autumn and will be in Reading on Wednesday 4th September. If you 

would like to join him for part of the day, please give your name to Mary in 

the Parish Office who will collate a list and then circulate arrangements. 

Next Bishop of Reading: Congratulations to the Archdeacon of  

Berkshire, Olivia Graham, who will become the next Bishop of Reading in 

November. Her Welcome Service is at Reading Minister on Saturday 23rd 

November at 7pm. Please pray for her and for the appointment of a new 

Archdeacon.  

Guide Dogs for the Blind 
We have been asked by the Volunteering consultant  for the Guide Dogs for the 

Blind to draw the attention of readers of this magazine to what happens in their 

organisation........... 

At present the charity is looking for a Branch Organiser/Coordinator to assist with 

the arranging and coordination of fundraising events within the Reading Branch. 

The Coordinator would be the key contact for fundraising in the local community 

to raise money from a variety of activities such as collections and  

social events.  Almost two million people in the UK are living with sight loss. By 

2050 there could be nearly four million. Every hour another person in the UK goes 

blind. When someone loses their sight, Guide Dogs is here to make sure they 

don‟t lose their freedom as well. The provision of fully trained Guide Dogs for 

those who are visually impaired depends solely on donations – the charity receives 

no government funding; fundraising events and collections are vital so that the great 

work can continue. 

The Branch Organiser position is purely voluntary (although the rewards are  

immeasurable) and, as such, may appeal to someone who works part-time or has 

retired. Some weekend participation will be required. What could the role involve? 

• Organising and attending events such as the Great Guide Dogs Tea Party, Pub 

Quizzes and collections in your local area 

• Encouraging local businesses, schools and groups to name their own Guide Dog 

puppy 

• Building relationships with local networks, socials groups, schools and businesses 

to encourage them to host their own event in support of Guide Dogs 

• Working as part of Guide Dogs’ fundraising team with staff and  

volunteers 

• Being a passionate local ambassador for Guide Dogs’ work 

• Ensuring that any information provided by Guide Dogs is disseminated 

to relevant supporters or volunteers 

For further information, please contact Simon Werner, Volunteering 

Consultant at: simon.werner@guidedogs.org.uk 

If anyone is interested in becoming a volunteer please contact Simon on 

the e-mail address above. 

mailto:simon.werner@guidedogs.org.uk


The August Fun afternoon in photographs 

Eyes down  

for the Bingo! 

Toby was the caller 

 

..........and Mary  

won the prize! 

There is always a raffle! 



 

............and everyone had a very enjoyable time singing some old favourites 

Molly won a raffle prize 

The Songsters! 

Helen and Ann led the singing  

and David played the piano 

Everyone was  

in good voice....... 

 helped by the lovely 

tea and cakes! 



For many the summer holidays are behind us and many clubs and  

organisations  are starting up again after the summer break –here is a  

reminder of what‟s on and when! 
The general plan is given below and Mary in the parish office has put together 

a bulletin of events for the autumn - see below 
 

What’s on at St Peter’s  

 For adults: 
SHINE (Wokingham Council) most Mondays  2pm*    church hall  

Ladies Social Group   2nd Tuesday  7.30 for 8pm † church hall  

Bible Study Group  1st Wednesday  10.30am   church. 

MU group   1st Thursday    2.15pm *  church hall 

Thursday @ 10   2nd and 4th Thursdays  10am *  church hall 

Fellowship Lunch 1st Friday   12.30pm #  church hall 

Lent Lunch   all Fridays (6) in Lent 12.30pm  church hall  

     frugal lunch and speakers on a theme 
  

*  not August 

† not July or August 

# not January or August and no Fellowship lunch during Lent - see Lent Lunches 
  

For pre-school children: 

Tots and Teddies Wednesday mornings    begins in church at10.15am  

   during school term-time 

 For older children 

Year 4+ group open to all children in year 4 and above - irregular meeting times 

    contact curate (Phil Price) for times, dates and venue. 

What’s On bulletin 

Events for the autumn: Pick up a copy of the new What’s On  

bulletin at the back of the church to find out about the services,  

social groups and other events that are taking place this autumn. 
 

 
A reminder - E-mail addresses  

As we move towards the new parish website, the ministry team have now moved to 

new email addresses:  
Vicarage          0118 966 6701 

Revd Philip Hobday   philip@earleystpeters.org.uk  0118 966 6701 

Revd Hannah Hobday   hannah@earleystpeters.org.uk   0118 966 6701 

Revd Phil Price    curate@earleystpeters.org.uk.    0118 376 5492  

Lay Minister Elaine Watts  elaine@earleystpeters.org.uk  07773 182483 

Parish office     0118 966 8575 

e–mail     admin@earleystpeters.org.uk 

Hall bookings    hall@earleystpeters.org.uk  

Earley St Peter‟s Website  http://www.earley-stpeter.org.uk  
 

 

mailto:philip@earleystpeters.org.uk
mailto:hannah@earleystpeters.org.uk
mailto:curate@earleystpeters.org.uk
javascript:void(0);
https://u.btmail.bt.com/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=btinternet.com&u=bobandsara71&url=http://www.earley-stpeter.org.uk&urlHash=-4.300766017883851E-51


Music for an Autumn 

Afternoon 

 
at Earley St Peter’s Church 

on Saturday 19th October 2019 at 2pm 

Jonathan Cohen and Anne Nunn 

Piano Duet 

in aid of St Peter’s Song School 

Tickets £8 adults  £5 children 

Tickets from: Anne Nunn 

20 Somerton Gardens, Earley, Reading, RG6 5XG 

(0118 9874870) 

and also available in church and on the door 

Afternoon tea will be served  

in the Church Hall afterwards 



Lectionary for September 
 

Sunday 1st September 2019 – Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 
 

8am Holy Communion 

Readings tbc 
 

10am Bread & Wine with Blessing of Backpacks 

Readings tbc 
 

6.30pm Evening Worship 
 

Sunday 8th September 2019 – Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 
 

8am Holy Communion 

Philemon 1-21; Luke 14.25-33 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Deuteronomy 30.15-end; Philemon 1-21; Luke 14.25-33 
 

6.30pm Choral Evensong 

Psalm 121; Isaiah 43.14-44.5; John 5.30-47 
 

Sunday 15th September 2019 – Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

8am Holy Communion 

I Timothy 1.12-17; Luke 15.1-10  
 

10am Parish Communion 

Exodus 32.7-14; I Timothy 1.12-17; Luke 15.1-10 
 

6.30pm Reflective Communion 
 

Sunday 22nd September 2019 – Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

8am Holy Communion 

Amos 8.4-7; Luke 16.1-13 
 

10am Parish Communion  

Amos 8.4-7; I Timothy 2.1-7; Luke 16.1-13 
 

6.30pm Evensong Psalm 129; Ezra 1; John 7.14-36 
 

Sunday 29th September 2019 – Feast of St Michael and All Angels 
 

8am Holy Communion 

Revelation 12.7-12; John 1.47-51 
 

10am Parish Communion  

Genesis 28.10-17; Revelation 12.7-12; John 1.47-51 
 

6.30pm Compline  

 



From the Registers 
 

 

Baptisms 
21st July  Dylan Christopher Watkins son of Christopher and Susan Watkins  

 Louie Barry John Dupree son of Timothy and Victoria Dupree  
 

28th July  Laura Cawsey daughter of Robin Cawsey and Shihong Su 

 Bradley Nicholas Taran and Beatrice Grace Anne Taran  

 son and daughter of Serhiy Taran and Olena Meshcheryakova  

 

Weddings 
20th July   Martin Aaron Arthur King and Megan Doreen Rees  

4th August  Christopher Michael Matthews and Louise Mary Brown  

24th August  Adrian Edward Brown and Amanda McDonald  

 

 

Funerals 
15th August   Greta Stokes   86 

19th August   David Trigg   77 

28th August  John Clinch   83 

 

........................................................................................................................................................... 

Food Bank 
One way to contribute is to buy an extra tin or non-perishable packet of food when 

doing the shopping and put it in the box at the back of the church. The donations are 

taken to the local food bank. Even in Reading there is a need for food banks and these 

are practical ways in which we can help. There is a box at the back of church for your 

donations. Every little helps….thank you.  

 

 

Funding 
Many thanks to those people who have sent in donations towards the cost  

of the production of the magazine. The magazine costs about £30 per month  

to produce; it is suggested that a donation of £5 per year will help to 

cover the cost of production. Donations for the magazine can be sent to 

the Parish Office marked  „magazine‟. Cheques should be made payable 

to Earley St  Peter’s PCC. 

 
 



The normal pattern of services at St Peter's is as follows: 
Sunday 
8.00am  Holy Communion 

10.00 am  1st  Sunday Bread & Wine - an informal communion service for all  

   ages followed by Tea ’n’ Toast in the church hall 

   Other Sundays Parish Communion  
 

6.30pm                  1st Sunday  Evening Worship 

   time for prayer and quiet using a range of different styles and traditions 
 

   2nd Sunday    Choral Evensong 

   the choir leads much of this traditional worship from  

   The Book of Common Prayer 
 

   3rd Sunday    Holy Communion 

   a simple, reflective service of communion 
 

   4th Sunday    Evensong 

   singing and scripture using The Book of Common Prayer service 
 

   5th Sunday    Compline (Night Prayer) 

   a brief, peaceful service to end the day 

 

Children’s Church during the 10am service (but not 1st  Sunday)  

 (Sunday School)  for children 3 to II years old in term-time  

  Children‟s Church is in the church hall and begins with a short Act of Worship 
 

Wednesday 
9.30am  Holy Communion  followed by coffee in church  

10.15am  Tots ‘n’ Teddies  (during school terms) for young children  

      up to school age and their parents /carers  

      followed by tea/coffee/squash/toys in the hall 
 

 

Morning Prayer  is said in the Lady Chapel every Monday at 9am 

    and every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 8.30am 
 

Weddings and baptisms:  
If you are thinking of arranging a wedding or baptism at St Peter‟s please contact the clergy 

who will be very happy to help. 
 

Contact St Peter’s  
Vicarage          0118 966 6701 

Revd Philip Hobday   philip@earleystpeters.org.uk  0118 966 6701 

Revd Hannah Hobday   hannah@earleystpeters.org.uk   0118 966 6701 

Revd Phil Price    curate@earleystpeters.org.uk.    0118 376 5492  

Lay Minister Elaine Watts  elaine@earleystpeters.org.uk  07773 182483 

Parish office     0118 966 8575 

e–mail     admin@earleystpeters.org.uk 

Hall bookings    hall@earleystpeters.org.uk  

Earley St Peter‟s Website  http://www.earley-stpeter.org.uk  
 

copy for October magazine by Friday 27th September please 

mailto:philip@earleystpeters.org.uk
mailto:hannah@earleystpeters.org.uk
mailto:curate@earleystpeters.org.uk
javascript:void(0);
https://u.btmail.bt.com/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=btinternet.com&u=bobandsara71&url=http://www.earley-stpeter.org.uk&urlHash=-4.300766017883851E-51

