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A Letter from Hannah 
 

 

“So the women left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples.”    Matthew 28.8 
 

I love being a vicar – but it does mean at this time of year that I hear – and tell –  

the Easter story quite a few times!  Before we get to Easter Sunday, I’ll already have 

been part of an REinspired team exploring the Easter story with 10 year olds, visited 

the Brownies to look at Holy Week and Easter using our senses, shared in telling 

the story in our Children’s Church and attended the school Easter service – to  

mention just a few. 
 

The danger of a story many of us are familiar with is that we begin to miss the im-

pact.  But sometimes something can strike us in a new way – and in the school 

Easter service, it was the two girls running from the front of church to the back 

which really grabbed my attention.  Partly I suppose it was the surprise – not many 

of our services involve people running!  But these girls were playing the part of the 

women visiting the tomb.  On finding an angel, who told them that Jesus was not 

there but had been raised, they ran from the tomb. 
 

Imagine the shock and confusion.  Could it be true?  Matthew’s gospel tells us that 

the women were filled with fear and joy.  They had to find the others, tell them the 

story, try to understand it together.  It was urgent – because if this were true, then 

surely this changed everything.  Joy – that their friend might be alive.  Fear – what 

did this all mean?  Who really was this man they had spent so much time with?   
 

It’s all so different from my familiarity with the story.  I’m no longer surprised by  

the ending.  I can’t pretend I don’t know that Jesus is risen.  But those girls, running 

down the church, reminded me that it is nevertheless a shocking thing: our claim 

that Jesus, who was crucified, is risen.  It might be a story we know very well, the 

centre of the Christian faith, but nevertheless, if it’s true, it’s shocking – and turns 

the world upside down.   
 

If it’s true.  Perhaps you’re not sure what you think.  Perhaps you have questions 

you’d like to explore.  Do get in touch with one of the clergy – we’d love to help 

you think through those questions. 
 

If it’s true.  Perhaps you think it is.  Then the question is – so what?  The women 

turn and run to find the others.  That moment changes their lives.  What do we do?  

Where do we run?  Who do we tell? 
 

My prayer for us this Holy Week and Easter is that the story we tell together would 

be fresh and real for us, however many times we have already heard it.  May God 

help us to know the truth of the resurrection, to share it with others, and fill our 

hearts with Easter joy. Amen.   



Holy Week and Easter  

at Earley St Peter’s 
 

PALM SUNDAY – 14th April 
10 - 11.30am Palm Procession and Parish Communion  begins in hall 
 

6.30 - 7.30pm  Stainer’s Crucifixion - the Holy Week story sung by our choir 
 

Monday 15th  and  Tuesday 16th April 

8pm Compline with Address 
 

Wednesday 17th April 

6.30pm Evening Worship with Address 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY – 18th April 

8 - 9pm Holy Communion with Stripping of the Altars  

 followed by watch of prayer until midnight 
 

GOOD FRIDAY – 19th April 

10.45am children’s craft activities in the hall,  

 tea, coffee, hot cross buns  and chat* 
 

12noon All-age service for Good Friday* 
 

12.30 - 2pm Church open for quiet prayer 
 

2 - 3pm  The Last Hour  

 readings, prayers, silence, music from the choir 
 

EASTER EVE – Saturday 20th April 

8 - 9.15pm Easter Vigil & Service of Light begins in hall 
 

EASTER DAY – Sunday 21st April 

8 - 8.40am Holy Communion 
 

10 -11am Festival Communion for Easter Day* 

 led by the Bishop of Reading 

 followed by drinks and Easter egg hunt! 
 

6.30 - 7.30pm Choral Evensong 

 

* especially suitable for children 

  



Continuing Lent and Easter ............... 
 

Reading a Gospel through Lent 

As with previous years everyone’s encouraged to read through this year’s 

gospel – St Luke – with a little excerpt each day.  This is a simple, easy way 
to start reading your Bible daily or pick up the habit again!  Sheets with the 

passages for each day are available in church and on the website.  

 

Lent Hunger lunches 2019 
The theme for this year is Journeys; our last Lent Lunch is on Friday April 12th at 

12.30pm in the main hall  - Revd Judith Wheatley  will be speaking about the   

Journey to the Cross  

The lunch costs £4 and after expenses have been taken out all profits will be given 

to charity, one local and one overseas, this year the local charity is he Drop-in  

Centre and the overseas charity is Anna in Peru.  The running total after four 

lunches is £507 

Supporting outside charities is an important part of our Christian Mission, please 

come and support the work and enjoy fellowship at the same time.  

  

The Art of Easter 
Richard Miller has been talking about Jesus’ journey through Holy Week and Easter 

as portrayed in religious art.  

The third of these Lent talks helping us prepare for Easter is in the Church Hall  on 

Monday 8th April 7.30 to 9pm  Upstairs in the Fowler room  

and repeated on: 

Tuesday 9th April 10.30am to 12 noon  Downstairs in the Main Hall   
 

 

Sunday, 7th April, evening worship at 6.30pm will be ‘Stations of the Cross’ – 

a chance to meditate on Jesus’s suffering and death using pictures and quiet.  A 

peaceful way to prepare for Holy Week and Easter.  All very welcome. 

 

On Palm Sunday, 14th April, at 6.30pm the choir will sing Stainer’s  

Crucifixion.  The work was first performed in February 1887 and has remained 

a firm favourite with parish choirs ever since.   

 

 

Good Friday Walk of Witness 
Churches in Earley and East Reading (CTEER) is organising a Walk of Witness  

on Good Friday. 

The walk will start at St Peter’s Church at 10.30am and process down the  

Wokingham Road to Anderson Baptist Church and then on to Park United  

Reformed Church where there will be refreshments in the form of  hot cross buns 

and a hot drink or squash.  
 



Upcoming Services and Events 
 

Easter Day 
We look forward to the Bishop of Reading leading our Easter Day Festival 

Communion at 10am on Sunday 21st April.  This is Bishop Andrew’s  

last Sunday engagement before his retirement in May.   

There will be celebratory drinks and an Easter Egg hunt afterwards!   

All most welcome. 
 

 

 

 

Organ Dedication and Recital to mark the completion of the organ works 

and thank all those who contributed: Sunday 28th April in church at 3pm,  

followed by tea and coffee.  All welcome, no charge. 
 

175th Anniversary Service 

A special service with the Lord Bishop of Oxford to celebrate the church’s 175th 

anniversary followed by afternoon tea.  Sunday 12th May 2019, 3pm. 
 

Phil’s Ordination and first celebration of Holy Communion 

Our curate Phil will be ordained priest at 11am on Saturday 22nd June at Reading 

Minster – do come and support him on this special day.  Phil will preside at Holy 

Communion for the first time at 10am on Sunday 23rd June.  The preacher will 

be The Reverend Peter Crooks, and there will be coffee and cake to celebrate in 

the Hall afterwards. 
 

St Peter’s Day 

Our patron saint will be celebrated with our Festival Communion at 10am on 

Sunday 7th July, followed by bring and share lunch. 

 

The Annual Meetings take place around 11.15am on Sunday 7th April.  

Please pray for these meetings where we elect parish officers, including  

Deanery Synod and PCC members.  If you or someone you know might, be 

interested in taking on a role please speak to the clergy or churchwardens – 

there is a lot of training and support! 

 

 

 

 

 



Parish Diary 
Thursday @ 10 

2nd & 4th Thursdays in the month at 10am in the church hall 

April 11th & 25th 
 

Mothers’ Union 

Next meeting May 2nd  
 

Ladies Social Group 

2nd Tuesday in the month at 7.30pm for 8.00pm 

April 9th; May 14th  
 

Lent Lunches  

Last lunch is 12th April at 12.30pm 

Revd Judith Wheatley - Journey to the Cross 
 
 

Fellowship Lunch 
Friday 3rd May at 12.30pm 

 

Prayer for St Peter’s  
The next Prayers for St Peter’s will be on Thursday 25th April 

7.45pm  to 8.30pm in the Lady Chapel, everyone very welcome to come and 

pray for our church and community.  
For the diary - the next dates are Thursdays  23rd May; 27th June and 25th July 

 
  

Start Groups 

The daytime Start group is taking a break and will reconvene on Thursday  

afternoons after Easter - all are welcome whether you came to the previous 

sessions or not. For Information about dates please speak to Phil or Elaine.   

Please speak to Philip for dates and details of the evening group.. 
 

 

 

 

Wednesday Bible Study 

On the first Wednesday of the month, we’re holding a  

Bible Study from 10.30  - 11.30 am  in the choir vestry.  This follows on from 

our midweek communion (at 9.30am) but you are welcome to just come to 

the Bible Study. Tea/coffee will be available between communion and the Bi-

ble Study – so come a little early if you want a hot drink!  Speak to Hannah 

or Elaine if you would like to know more.  
Next Bible study will be May 1st 

 

 

 



Lucy Appleby Lines was  

confirmed by the  

Bishop of Reading  

at St Nicolas’ Church  

on 7th March.  

It was a really special  

and joyful service. 

 Cross Keys 

Above the door to the south porch 

this was the main entrance to the church 

before people had cars   

Little noticed parts of our church 
Below and on the next page are photographs of items barely noticed 

as we go about our daily lives. 



The head and tail of the serpent 

The head is carved on the pillar by the 

lectern in the Lady Chapel aisle, 

and the tail is carved on the pillar at the 

back of the church by the font. 

 

The picture above 

(photograph converted into  

a black and white sketch) 

shows the head in more detail 

The Lych Gate 

The dedication in detail: 
 

To the Glory of God and in  

memory of Charles Stephens obit Oct 4 1901 

 

Note also the carved crossed keys above the inscription 

Charles Stephens 

was a churchwarden 

in the late 1800s, 

he lived in  

Woodley Hill (house) 



Lectionary for April 2019 
 

 

Sunday 7th April 2019 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

8am Holy Communion 

1 Chronicles 29.10 - 16; Luke 17.11 - 19 
 

10am Bread & Wine 

1 Chronicles 29.10 - 16; Luke 17.11 - 19 
 

6.30pm Evening Worship 
 

Sunday 14th April 2019 – PALM SUNDAY 
 

8am Holy Communion 

Philippians 2.5-11; Luke 19.28-40 
 

10am Parish Communion with Procession of Palms and Reading of the 

Passion Story 

Begins in the Church Hall 

Palm Gospel: Luke 19.28-40; Passion Gospel: Luke 22.14-23.49 
 

6.30pm Stainer’s Crucifixion 
 

Monday of Holy Week – 15th April 2019 

8pm Compline with Address 

Luke 23.1-12: Pilate and Herod 
 

Tuesday of Holy Week – 16th April 2019 

8pm Compline with Address 

Luke 23.32-38: „Father, Forgive‟ 
 

Wednesday of Holy Week – 17th April 2019 

6.30pm Reflective Worship with Address 

Luke 23.39-43: The Two Thieves 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY – 18th April 2019 

8pm Holy Communion with Stripping of the Altar and Watch 

Exodus 12.1-4, 11-14; Psalm 116.1, 1-end (sung by choir); I Corinthians 11.23-26; John 

13.1-17, 31b-35; Psalm 88 (sung by choir) 
 

GOOD FRIDAY – 19th April 2019 

10.45am Tea, coffee, hot cross buns and crafts in the Church Hall 

12noon – 12.30pm All-Age Service 

1-2pm  Church open for quiet prayer 

2pm  The Last Hour readings, hymns, music from the choir 

Isaiah 52.13-53.12; Psalm 22.1-11 (sung by choir); John 18 and 19 

 



April lectionary continued 
 

EASTER EVE – Saturday 20th April 2019 

8pm Easter Vigil and Service of Light 

Genesis 1.1-2.4a; Exodus 14.10-end, 15.20-21; Psalm 77.13-20 (sung by choir);  

Romans 6.3-11; Mark 16.1-8 
 

EASTER DAY – Sunday 21st April 2019 

8am Holy Communion 

Acts 10.34-43; Luke 24.1-12 
 

10am Festival Communion 

Celebrant and Preacher: The Bishop of Reading 

Acts 10.34-43; Luke 24.1-12 
 

6.30pm Choral Evensong 

Psalm 66.1-11; Isaiah 43.1-21; John 20.19-23 
 

Sunday 28th April 2019 – Second Sunday of Easter 
 

8am Holy Communion 

Acts 5.27-32; John 20.19-end 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Acts 5.27-32; John 20.19-end 
 

6.30pm Evening Prayer (said) (Eve of St George) 

Psalm 111; Jeremiah 15.15-21; Hebrews 11.32-12.2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



From the Registers 
 

 

Funerals 
 

4th   March   Samuel Thomas   84 
13th March        John Rabbitts   89 

28th March  Timothy Hedges   29 
 

Food Bank 
One way to contribute is to buy an extra tin or non-perishable packet of food when 

doing the shopping and put it in the box at the back of the church. The donations 

are taken to the local food bank. Even in Reading there is a need for food banks and 

these are practical ways in which we can help. There is a box at the back of church 

for your donations. Every little helps….thank you.  
 
 
 

Funding 
Many thanks to those people who have sent in donations towards the cost of the 

production of the magazine. The magazine costs about £30 per month to produce; 

it is suggested that a donation of £5 per year will help to cover the cost of   

production.  Donations for the magazine can be sent to the Parish Office marked  

‘magazine’. Cheques should be made payable to Earley St  Peter‟s PCC. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The normal pattern of services at St Peter's is as follows: 
Sunday 
8.00am  Holy Communion 

10.00 am  1st  Sunday Bread & Wine - an informal communion service for all  

   ages followed by Tea ‟n‟ Toast in the church hall 

   Other Sundays Parish Communion  
 

6.30pm                  1st Sunday  Evening Worship 

   time for prayer and quiet using a range of different styles and traditions 
 

   2nd Sunday    Choral Evensong 

   the choir leads much of this traditional worship from  

   The Book of Common Prayer 
 

   3rd Sunday    Holy Communion 

   a simple, reflective service of communion 
 

   4th Sunday    Evensong 

   singing and scripture using The Book of Common Prayer service 
 

   5th Sunday    Compline (Night Prayer) 

   a brief, peaceful service to end the day 

 

Children’s Church during the 10am service (but not 1st  Sunday)  

 (Sunday School)  for children 3 to II years old in term-time  

  Children’s Church is in the church hall and begins with a short Act of Worship 
 

Wednesday 
9.30am  Holy Communion  followed by coffee in church  

10.15am  Tots ‘n’ Teddies  (during school terms) for young children  

      up to school age and their parents /carers  

      followed by tea/coffee/squash/toys in the hall 
 

 

Morning Prayer  is said in the Lady Chapel every Monday at 9am 

    and every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 8.30am 
 

Weddings and baptisms:  
If you are thinking of arranging a wedding or baptism at St Peter’s please contact the clergy 

who will be very happy to help. 
 

Contact St Peter’s  
Vicarage    0118 966 6701 

Revd Philip Hobday   philip.hobday@earley-stpeter.org.uk 0118 966 6701 

Revd Hannah Hobday   hannah.hobday@earley-stpeter.org.uk 0118 966 6701 

Revd Phil Price    earleycurate@outlook.com.    0118 376 5492  

Lay Minister Elaine Watts  contact via the Parish Office 

Parish office     0118 966 8575 

e–mail     stpetersearley@btinternet.com 

Earley St Peter’s Website http://www.earley-stpeter.org.uk 
 

Copy for May by 27th April please 

mailto:earleycurate@outlook.co

