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A Letter from the Vicarage 
I’m writing this while sitting at the back of church, listening to our 

new Song School rehearsing.  They’re starting to work on music 

for our carol service (Sunday 16th December at 6.30pm – do 

come and hear them, along with our main church choir) so it’s be-

ginning to feel a lot like Christmas, with ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ echoing 

around the building. 

 

It’s beginning to feel a lot like Christmas – the Christmas lights are up in 

town, in Earley St Peter’s School the children are rehearsing for their  

nativity play, and the TV is full of adverts telling us what we need to  

complete that perfect Christmas experience. 

 

It’s beginning to feel a lot like Christmas – yet tomorrow the flowers will be  

removed from church, and by Sunday the colour in church will be purple, as 

we enter the season of Advent, a solemn season of reflection, traditionally 

focussed on Christ’s second coming, and on themes of death and judgement. 

 

It can be hard to hold these things together: the busyness of Christmas  

preparations and the more thoughtful church season of advent.  We might 

feel pulled in different directions.  How can we be cheerful and excited – 

and thoughtful and reflective at the same time? 

 

For what it’s worth, I don’t think there’s much to be gained in trying to  
resist entirely the Christmas spirit I find already arrived in so many places.  

Refusing to shop for presents will only mean I am immensely stressed in the 

week before Christmas.  I will regret standing on my advent principles if it 

means missing my child’s nativity play.  And I confess I am already watching 

cheesy Christmas films on Netflix. 

 

But I will try to maintain – in small ways – a sense of living in advent until I 

get to Christmas. I will remember the Patriarchs – the great figures of the 

Old Testament – and the part they played in God’s plan, even though they, 

like we, were flawed characters. I will perhaps find time to reflect on the 

waiting of those in the Old Testament who heard the prophets and longed 

for the Messiah.  I will hear again John the Baptist’s call to repent – and try 

to honestly and prayerfully reflect on the repentance that is needed in my 

own life.  And then as we hear Mary’s obedient answer to the angel, maybe  

I will find the courage to say ‘yes’ to God in the things he asks of me. 

     Continued on next page  → 



Parish notes........ 
Thursday @ 10 
2nd & 4th Thursdays in the month at 10am in the church hall 

December 6th   

Thursday13th December coffee at 10am and lunch at the Three 

Tuns with MU. 
 

Mothers’ Union 
1st Thursday at 2.15pm 

No meeting on 6th December 

Tuesday 11th December joining St Nicolas MU for Advent service 

Thursday13th December coffee in the hall with Thursday @ 10 group at 10am then 

lunch at the Three Tuns  

No meeting  in the hall in January -  February - out for lunch in February weather 

permitting 

Next meeting in the hall March 7th 
 

Ladies Social Group 
2nd Tuesday in the month at 7.30pm for 8.00pm 

December 11th 
 

 Fellowship Lunch 

1st Friday of the month except January & August  

December 7th - supporting Crisis at Christmas 

No lunch in January 
 

Advance notice: The Harry Ensemble is planning to hold a Quiz night on  

Saturday March 2nd, at 6pm, and would love to see you there – we have an excellent 

Quiz Master! Tickets will be £15, including a Ploughman’s & glass of wine – please let 

me know as soon as possible if you are interested in coming along.  

Ann Munday   0789 999 2305  mundayann1946@gmail.com 

.............................................................. 

..........continued 
 

And if we do that – if we spend a few moments in the next few weeks  

preparing our hearts to welcome the Christ child – then perhaps our  

Christmas celebration will be all the more meaningful.  Our patient, faithful 

waiting is rewarded, as we celebrate the holy birth, and wonder once again at 

the depth of God’s love, that he should send his only Son to live amongst us, 

to love and serve and die and rise.  We welcome his birth, we welcome him 

into our hearts, and we pray that we might respond with faith and love,  

shaping our lives in response to his calling.  
 

Wishing you all a happy and holy Advent, and when it comes, a joyful and 

blessed Christmas.  

mailto:mundayann1946@gmail.com


Prayer Points for this month 

At our Annual Meetings in April 2018 everyone was asked to write down 

one thing to thank God for and one thing to pray for.  Each month prayer 

points  appear in the keys for us to be praying together. There were a lot of 

similar   

suggestions, so not everyone will find their own words included, but  

hopefully we will cover all the ideas! 
 

December / January 

Give thanks for – greater numbers attending our children’s activities,  

especially at Christmas and Easter 

Pray for – more involvement with and by the wider community, especially 

in our 175th anniversary year 
 

Prayer for St Peter’s:  
Thursday 13th December and Thursday 24th January.   

7.45pm in the Lady Chapel, everyone very welcome to come and pray for 

our church and community. 
 

 

Service Changes 

Because of where Christmas falls this year there are some knock-on changes 

to the service pattern. 

There will be coffee as usual in the Hall after the 10am service on Sunday 

23rd December.  That evening at 6.30pm there will be a short, reflective  

service in the Lady Chapel as we prepare for Christmas. 

There will be no Holy Communion service on Wednesday 26th December 

(Boxing Day). 

On Sunday 30th December, instead of coffee in the Hall, sherry, wine, and 

soft drinks will be served in church after the 10am service. There will be no 

evening service that day. 

There will be a Bible Study as usual on Wednesday 2nd January 2019 after 

the 9.30am Communion Service - all welcome. 

 
 

Wednesday Bible Study 
On the first Wednesday of the month, we’re starting a Bible Study from 10.30  - 

11.30 am  in the choir vestry.  This follows on from our midweek communion  

(at 9.30am) but you are welcome to just come to the Bible Study. Tea/coffee will be  

available between communion and the Bible Study – so come a little early if you 

want a hot drink!  Speak to Hannah or Elaine if you would like to know more.  

Next Bible study will be December 6th. 

 



 Merry Christmas 2018! 

Share the celebration at Earley St Peter’s 
 

Church Road, Earley, RG6 1EY 
 f   

   
 
 
 

 

Sunday 9th December 

3pm Christmas Crafts, Christingle-making, refreshments (Hall)* 

4pm  Christingle Service (Church) a celebration of light* 

- 4.30pm 

  

Sunday 16th December 

6.30pm Nine Lessons and Carols 

- 7.40pm the Christmas story: traditional music, readings, familiar carols 
 

Monday 24th December – Christmas Eve 
2.30 - 3pm Journey to Bethlehem* 

 a simple, short service with carols and the Christmas story –   

 especially suitable for families with under-6s 
 

4.30 - 5.30pm Crib Service with Nativity Play* 

 the Christmas story with colour and carols, suitable for all ages 

11pm Carols from the Choir 

11.30pm Midnight Communion  

- 12.40am celebrate the joy and wonder of Christmas night 
 

Tuesday 25th December – Christmas Day 

8am Holy Communion 

- 8.40am a short, quiet service for the start of the day 

10am Festival Communion for Christmas Day*  

- 11am celebration and carols for all ages 

 

Come and celebrate Christmas at Earley St Peter’s, you will be very welcome.  

Services marked * are particularly suitable for children.  



The Church Organ refurbishment 
 

A Brief History 
Early church records mention a barrel organ on the small gallery above the 

main entrance, but what we might now regard as a church organ was not 

installed until 1868.  At that time of course there was no electricity supply, 

and someone was employed as organ blower at an annual salary of £2!  The 

current organ, built by S F Dalladay in 1910, was given as a memorial by the 

family of Arthur Hill.  It was originally installed where the Lady Chapel is 

now, but was moved to its current location on the north side of the chancel 

in 1912.  The organ had a rather chequered maintenance history until it was 

finally rebuilt by George Osmond and Company in 1978. 

2018 Bellows and Overhaul 

In the period from 1978 the organ was regularly tuned and maintained, and 

some minor works carried out in 1992 and in 2005.  However, after some 

40 years of service, the organ bellows were worn out and required major 

work.  The wind supply comes from a blower motor beneath the vestries.  

Wind under pressure is carried by trunking into the organ chamber and then 

to the bellows, which are essentially a wind storage mechanism.  They hold a 

reservoir of wind which the organist can draw on for whatever permutation 

of stops is in use.  Bellows are traditionally made primarily from wood and 

leather, and the latter 

does deteriorate over 

the years.  This has a 

marked effect on the 

stability of the wind  

supply.  The decision 

was taken that we 

should restore the  

bellows units (there are 

two – one supplying the 

Great and Choir organ, 

and one the Swell  

organ), and also undertake an overhaul and general cleaning of the organ 

mechanism. In this photograph (above) the new main bellows are at the top, 

clearly showing the new leather.  This is the first major work carried out in  



those 40 years, and should help to keep the organ in good condition for 

years to come. 

Cleaning the organ is itself a specialist job.  Over the period from the last 

rebuild in 1978 a considerable amount of dust and debris had built up, and 

cleaning that will help with reliability, and improve the clarity of the sound.  

The final job was to repaint the façade pipes, and this has certainly improved 

the external ap-

pearance of the 

organ. 

 

Our organ  

builders, Bower 

and Company, 

have looked after 

the organ for 
many years and 

know the  

instrument inside 

out.   

Richard Bower is 

a leading  

independent  

organ builder with many fine organs to his name, and the craftsmanship  

evidenced in the work which he and his colleagues did was exemplary.  It 

was truly a joy to watch them at work.  This photograph shows Richard at 

work deep inside the organ! 

 

Our heartfelt thanks go to all of those at St Peter’s who gave so generously 

in so many different ways to make this project possible.  Without this  

support we simply would not have been able to undertake this work.  Music 

is an important part of our worship, and this refurbishment will be hugely 

important in ensuring that we continue the music tradition of centuries past 

in the years ahead.  Thank you all! 

 

David Price 

Organist 
 



Anna Sims, our CMS partner in 

Peru came to the 10am service on 

Sunday 25th November to tell us 

about her work in Peru ; the  

previous Friday she had visited the 

school  to talk to them about her 

work. 

The photograph pictures Anna 

complete with inflatable Alpaca  

and Hilary and Brian Wynn her  

contacts in St Peter’s church. 

 

Read below her latest Limail from 

Peru October 2018 

Maureen Rolley hits 90!! 

At the end of November  

Maureen joined the illustrious  

company of 90 year olds at  

St Peter’s. 

The photograph shows her  

receiving a bouquet of flowers 

from Hannah  

A visit  from Peru 

https://docs-eu.livesiteadmin.com/aa655fb2-b75a-45a3-b165-205d103c1060/anna-s-limail-october-2018.02.pdf


Lectionary for December 
 

Sunday 2nd December 2018 – Advent Sunday 

8am Holy Communion 

I Thessalonians 3.9-13; Luke 21.25-36 
 

10am Bread & Wine 

I Thessalonians 3.9-13; Luke 21.25-36 
 

6.30pm Service of Music and Readings for Advent 

 

Sunday 9th December 2018 – Second Sunday of Advent 

8am Holy Communion 

Isaiah 49.1-6; Luke 1.1-4 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Isaiah 49.1-6; Colossians 4.10-18; Luke 1.1-4 
 

3pm Christmas Crafts, Christingle-making, and Refreshments in the Church Hall 

4pm Christingle Service in Church 

 

Sunday 16th December 2018 – Third Sunday of Advent 

8am Holy Communion 

Zephaniah 3.14-end; Luke 3.7-18 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Zephaniah 3.14-end; Philippians 4.4-7; Luke 3.7-18 
 

6.30pm Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

 

Sunday 23rd December 2018 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8am Holy Communion 

Micah 5.2-5a; Luke 1.39-45 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Micah 5.2-5a; Hebrews 10.5-10; Luke 1.39-45 
 

6.30pm Evening Worship 

 

Monday 24th December 2018 – CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

11pm Carols from the Choir 

11.30pm Midnight Communion 

Isaiah 9.2-7; Titus 2.11-14; Luke 2.1-20 
 

Tuesday 25th December 2018 – CHRISTMAS DAY 

8am Holy Communion 

Hebrews 1.1-4; John 1.1-14 
 

10am Festival Communion with Carols 

Hebrews 1.1-4; John 1.1-14     ........continued  over  page → 



 Lectionary for December   continued........ 
 

Sunday 30th December 2018 – First Sunday of Christmas 

8am Holy Communion 

I Samuel 2.18-20, 26; Luke 2.41-52 

 

10am Parish Communion 

I Samuel 2.18-20, 26; Luke 2.41-52 

 

NO Evening Service 

 

............................................................................................................................ 

Lectionary for January 2019 
 

Sunday 6th January 2019 – Epiphany 

8am Holy Communion 

Isaiah 60.1-6; Matthew 2.1-12 
 

10am Bread & Wine for Epiphany 

Isaiah 60.1-6; Matthew 2.1-12 
 

6.30pm Evening Worship 

 

Sunday 13th January 2019 – The Baptism of Christ 

8am Holy Communion 

Acts 8.14-17; Luke 3.15-17, 21-22 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Isaiah 43.1-7; Acts 8.14-17; Luke 3.15-17, 21-22 
 

6.30pm Choral Evensong 

Psalm 46; Isaiah 55.1-11; Romans 6.1-11 

 

Sunday 20th January 2019 – Third Sunday of Epiphany 

8am Holy Communion 

I Corinthians 12.1-11; John 2.1-11 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Isaiah 62.1-5; I Corinthians 12.1-11; John 2.1-11 
 

6.30pm Holy Communion 

Ephesians 4.1-16; John 1.29-42 

 

Sunday 27th January 2019 – Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 

8am Holy Communion 

Nehemiah 8.1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Luke 4.14-21 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Nehemiah 8.1-3, 5-6, 8-10; I Corinthians 12.12-31a; Luke 4.14-21 
 

6.30pm Evensong 

Psalm 33.1-12; Numbers 9.15-23; I Corinthians 7.17-24 



From the Registers 
 
 

Baptisms 
 

18th November Charlie Spencer Walton-Emmett  

      son of Aaron Emmett and Sasha Walton.  

 

 
 

 

Funerals 
1st November     Robert Mills  83 

2nd November    Carole Huntly  73 

5th November     Daniel Chapman   81 

21st November   Mary Dixon              91 

 

 
 

Food Bank 
One way to contribute is to buy an extra tin or non-perishable packet of food when 

doing the shopping and put it in the box at the back of the church. The donations 

are taken to the local food bank. Even in Reading there is a need for food banks and 

these are practical ways in which we can help. There is a box at the back of church 

for your donations. Every little helps….thank you.  
 

 
 
 

Funding 
Many thanks to those people who have sent in donations towards 

the cost of the production of the magazine. The magazine costs 

about £30 per month to produce; it is suggested that a donation 

of £5 per year will help to cover the cost of  production.  

Donations for the magazine can be sent to the Parish Office 

marked  ‘magazine’. Cheques should be made payable to  

Earley St  Peter’s PCC. 

 
 

 

Please note: 

There is no magazine in January  
 



The normal pattern of services at St Peter's is as follows: 
Sunday 
8.00am  Holy Communion 

10.00 am  1st  Sunday Bread & Wine - an informal communion service for all  

   ages followed by Tea ’n’ Toast in the church hall 

   Other Sundays Parish Communion  
 

6.30pm                   1st Sunday  Evening Worship 

   time for prayer and quiet using a range of different styles and traditions 
 

   2nd Sunday    Choral Evensong 

   the choir leads much of this traditional worship from  

   The Book of Common Prayer 
 

   3rd Sunday    Holy Communion 

   a simple, reflective service of communion 
 

   4th Sunday    Evensong 

   singing and scripture using The Book of Common Prayer service 
 

   5th Sunday    Compline (Night Prayer) 

   a brief, peaceful service to end the day 

 

Children’s Church during the 10am service (but not 1st  Sunday)  

 (Sunday School)  for children 3 to II years old in term-time  

  Children’s Church is in the church hall and begins with a short Act of Worship 
 

Wednesday 
9.30am  Holy Communion  followed by coffee in church  

10.15am  Tots ‘n’ Teddies  (during school terms) for young children  

      up to school age and their parents /carers  

      followed by tea/coffee/squash/toys in the hall 
 

 

Morning Prayer  is said in the Lady Chapel every Monday at 9am 

    and every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 8.30am 
 

Weddings and baptisms:  
If you are thinking of arranging a wedding or baptism at St Peter’s please contact the clergy 

who will be very happy to help. 
 

Contact St Peter’s  
Vicarage    0118 966 6701 

Revd Philip Hobday   philip.hobday@earley-stpeter.org.uk 0118 966 6701 

Revd Hannah Hobday   hannah.hobday@earley-stpeter.org.uk 0118 966 6701 

Revd Phil Price    earleycurate@outlook.com.    0118 356 5492  

Lay Minister Elaine Watts  contact via the Parish Office 

Parish office     0118 966 8575 

e–Mail     stpetersearley@btinternet.com 

Earley St Peter’s Website http://www.earley-stpeter.org.uk 
 

 

Copy for February by January 28th  please 

mailto:earleycurate@outlook.co

