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A Letter from the ministry team ….… 
 

 

For the last few weeks ‘Life at St. Peters’ has been helpfully  

reminding me that my ‘priesting’ and ‘first communion’ are coming 

up later this month. If you’ve been reading these notices and are wondering 

what a ‘priesting’ is; it’s basically the service in which I become a ‘priest’ (I 

was ordained as a ‘deacon’ last year). From a practical perspective, probably 

the main difference that you will notice is that after I am priested, I will be 

able to lead communion services.     

This has made me think a lot about calling and vocation. As a member of the 

clergy I’m quite lucky, because my calling and my vocation are well sign-

posted for me. I have a dog collar which shows that I have a particular role 

within the church. Also, when there are significant changes in the way that I 

minister we tend to have a service with a Bishop to mark them. It is great 

that as clergy we have these things, but it is important to remember that you 
don’t need special clothes or a service with a Bishop to have a vocation and 

a calling on your life. In fact, all Christians have one. You may not have  

special clothes to wear or a service to mark your vocation, but you still have 

a calling.  

Last month it was a real privilege to ‘commission’ the pastoral care group 

and mark the calling that God has put on their lives. It was really special to 

be able to pray for the them as they look to serve God and us in the special 

way that he has called them to.  God has given us all skills, talents and  

passions.  

Finding a way to use them to serve the church and the community is a really 

exciting part of being a Christian and being a part of the Body of Christ.  

At the start of a new month I think it would be good to take a moment to  

celebrate and thank the people who have found their calling within St Peter’s 

and the wider community here;  the PCC members, the coffee providers, 

the prayer warriors, the school governors,  the children’s workers, the 

Church wardens, the scouters,  the choir, the servers and so many other 

people besides. I think now might also be a good time, if you don’t feel like 

you have found your niche yet, to explore what it might be. The Ministry 

team would love to talk about it with you, and help to think about the ‘you 

shaped gap’ in our Church and community.   
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them 

 Ephesians 2:10  



Parish Diary 
Thursday @ 10 

2nd & 4th Thursdays in the month at 10am in the church hall 

June 13th (joining with MU for coffee and lunch) and 27th   
 

Mothers’ Union 

Next meeting June 13th - joining with Thursday@10 

for coffee and lunch  
 

Ladies Social Group 

2nd Tuesday in the month at 7.30pm for 8.00pm 

June 11th 
 

 

Fellowship Lunch 
Friday 7th June at 12.30pm 

 

Prayer for St Peter’s  

The next Prayers for St Peter’s will be on Thursday 27th June at 7.45pm  to 

8.30pm in the Lady Chapel, everyone is very welcome to come and pray for 

our church and community.  
For the diary - the next date is Thursday 25th July 

 
  

Start Groups 

The daytime Start group will reconvene on Thursday 6th June - all are  

welcome whether you came to the previous sessions or not. For Information 

about dates please speak to Phil or Elaine.   

Please speak to Philip for dates and details of the evening group.. 
 

 

 

 

Wednesday Bible Study 

On the first Wednesday of the month, we’re holding a Bible Study from 10.30  

- 11.30 am  in the choir vestry.  This follows on from our midweek  

communion (at 9.30am) but you are welcome to just come to the Bible 

Study. Tea/coffee will be available between communion and the Bible Study – 

so come a little early if you want a hot drink!  Speak to Hannah or Elaine if 

you would like to know more.  
Next Bible study will be June 5th 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Services and Events 
 

Phil’s Ordination and first celebration of Holy Communion 

Our curate Phil will be ordained priest at 11am on Saturday 22nd June at Reading 

Minster – do come and support him on this special day.  Phil will preside at Holy 

Communion for the first time at 10am on Sunday 23rd June.  The preacher will 

be The Reverend Peter Crooks, and there will be coffee and cake to celebrate in 

the Hall afterwards. 
 

Pastoral Care 

Caring for everyone of all ages is a key part of our parish’s work.  Our team has been 

undergoing some training and was commissioned during the 10am service on  

Sunday 19th May.   

If anyone would like a chance to talk or pray with someone, one of the team will be 

available to listen in the Lady Chapel after the 10am service on all  

Sundays of the month except the first.  We are also working on setting up a mid-

week group for those who are bereaved or lonely, as well as offering home visits to 

those for whom we take a family funeral............ more on that later in the year. 

 

Confirmation: If you haven’t already been Confirmed, Confirmation is a 

chance to explore the Christian faith and journey of life, making a public com-

mitment (with others) in a service led by the Bishop. Ideal for those who are 

new to church or coming back after a break. There will be a Confirmation 

Service in a local parish church on the evening of Thursday 26th September, 

please speak to Philip or Hannah if you would like to find out more.  
 

Our Annual Gift Day will be Sunday 9th June.  This is our annual chance to thank 

all those who give so much in so many ways to the life of the parish, and – as we re-

flect on God’s generosity to us – to consider our own giving.  For those who wish to 

make gift day donation, envelopes will be available in the pews nearer the time. 

 

St Peter’s Day 

Our patron saint will be celebrated with our Festival Communion at 10am on  

Sunday 7th July, followed by bring and share lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Bishop Steven came to St Peter’s 

 to help us celebrate our 175th anniversary 

Bishop Steven  

with the  

Ministry Team  

before the service 

Richard Meehan, 

Director of Music 

conducting the 

Song School 

Members of the choir 

preparing to process 

into church 

The School Choir, 

the Song School 

and the  

Church Choir  

all took part  

in the service. 



The Bishop preached  

the sermon 

...........and gave the  

Final Blessing 



left to right....... 

Hannah, Philip,  

Bishop Steven, 

John Redwood MP 

and 

the Mayor of Earley, 

Councillor Brian Wedge  

Cutting the cake! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Steven and  

Hester Wooler, 

Head teacher of  

St Peter’s School 

chat after  

the service 

Bishop Steven  

chats  with  

John Redwood MP 

A few pictures of those who were there 



 

 

 

 



Lectionary for June 2019 
 

Sunday 2nd June 2019 – Seventh Sunday of Easter / Sunday after 

Ascension Day 
 

8am Holy Communion 

Acts 16.16-34; John 17.20-26 
 

10am Bread & Wine 

Acts 16.16-34; John 17.20-26 
 

6.30pm Evening Worship 

 

Sunday 9th June 2019 – PENTECOST; Gift Day 
 

8am Holy Communion 

Acts 2.1-21; John 14.8-17, 25-27 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Acts 2.1-21; Romans 8.14-17; John 14.8-17, 25-27 
 

6.30pm Choral Evensong 

Psalm 33.1-12; Exodus 33.7-20; II Corinthians 3.4-18 

 

Sunday 16th June 2019 – TRINITY SUNDAY 
 

8am Holy Communion 

Psalm 8; John 16.12-15 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Psalm 8; Romans 5.1-5; John 16.12-15 
 

6.30pm Reflective Communion 

 

Sunday 23rd June – First Sunday after Trinity 
 

8am Holy Communion 

I Kings 19.1-7, 8-15a; Luke 8.26-39 
 

10am Parish Communion with Song School – Phil’s first time presiding 

Preacher: The Reverend Peter Crooks 

II Corinthians 4; John 21.15-22 
 

6.30pm Evensong – Eve of the Birth of St John the Baptist 

Psalm 71; Judges 13.2-7, 24-25; Luke 1.5-25 

 

Sunday 30th June – Second Sunday after Trinity 
 

8am Holy Communion 

II Kings 2.1-2, 6.-14; Luke 9.51-62 
 

10am Parish Communion  

II Kings 2.1-2, 6.-14; Galatians 5.1, 13-25; Luke 9.51-62 
 

6.30pm Compline 

 



From the Registers 
 

 

Baptisms 
 

May 19th 
Jenson Lewis George Downes son of Lewis Downes and Lucy Pentith 
  

Olivia Willow Baker daughter of Jason and Emily Baker  

 

Weddings 
May 18th  

Christopher Ronald Alan Yeates and Joanna Elizabeth Caroline Woods  
 

May 25th 

Thomas Andrew Kyle and Claire Louise Allaway  

 

Funerals 

17th May  Christopher Major 70 

Food Bank 
One way to contribute is to buy an extra tin or non-perishable packet of food when 

doing the shopping and put it in the box at the back of the church. The donations 

are taken to the local food bank. Even in Reading there is a need for food banks and 

these are practical ways in which we can help. There is a box at the back of church 

for your donations. Every little helps….thank you.  
 

 
 

Funding 
Many thanks to those people who have sent in donations towards the cost of the 

production of the magazine. The magazine costs about £30 per month to produce; 

it is suggested that a donation of £5 per year will help to cover the cost of   

production.  Donations for the magazine can be sent to the Parish Office marked  

‘magazine’. Cheques should be made payable to Earley St  Peter’s PCC. 

 
 

 
 

 

 



The normal pattern of services at St Peter's is as follows: 
Sunday 
8.00am  Holy Communion 

10.00 am  1st  Sunday Bread & Wine - an informal communion service for all  

   ages followed by Tea ’n’ Toast in the church hall 

   Other Sundays Parish Communion  
 

6.30pm                  1st Sunday  Evening Worship 

   time for prayer and quiet using a range of different styles and traditions 
 

   2nd Sunday    Choral Evensong 

   the choir leads much of this traditional worship from  

   The Book of Common Prayer 
 

   3rd Sunday    Holy Communion 

   a simple, reflective service of communion 
 

   4th Sunday    Evensong 

   singing and scripture using The Book of Common Prayer service 
 

   5th Sunday    Compline (Night Prayer) 

   a brief, peaceful service to end the day 

 

Children’s Church during the 10am service (but not 1st  Sunday)  

 (Sunday School)  for children 3 to II years old in term-time  

  Children’s Church is in the church hall and begins with a short Act of Worship 
 

Wednesday 
9.30am  Holy Communion  followed by coffee in church  

10.15am  Tots ‘n’ Teddies  (during school terms) for young children  

      up to school age and their parents /carers  

      followed by tea/coffee/squash/toys in the hall 
 

 

Morning Prayer  is said in the Lady Chapel every Monday at 9am 

    and every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 8.30am 
 

Weddings and baptisms:  
If you are thinking of arranging a wedding or baptism at St Peter’s please contact the clergy 

who will be very happy to help. 
 

Contact St Peter’s  
Vicarage    0118 966 6701 

Revd Philip Hobday   philip.hobday@earley-stpeter.org.uk 0118 966 6701 

Revd Hannah Hobday   hannah.hobday@earley-stpeter.org.uk 0118 966 6701 

Revd Phil Price    earleycurate@outlook.com.    0118 376 5492  

Lay Minister Elaine Watts  elaine@earleystpeters.org.uk  07773 182483 

Parish office     0118 966 8575 

e–mail     stpetersearley@btinternet.com 

Earley St Peter’s Website http://www.earleystpeters.org.uk.    
 

mailto:earleycurate@outlook.co
http://www.earleystpeters.org.uk

