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Letter from the Ministry Team 

Dear friends, 

On my desk as I write this month’s Letter are two old Parish Magazines sent 

to me by a parishioner. 

The first celebrates the Parish’s centenary in 1944.  Even in the midst of world war, 

there was a programme of talks, services, parties, and discussion groups – and visits 

from the bishops. 

The second is from December 1945.  The parish celebrated what Canon Robinson 

(known to some longstanding members of our church family as Vicar from 1943 to 

1970) noted was the ‘first Christmas of peace.’   

Of course, the parish and the world have changed in so many ways in the last seventy-

five years.  Could Canon Robinson have imagined a world where Germany was  

reunited and the Soviet Union broken up, where smallpox was eradicated and humans 

walked on the moon?  On the whole humanity is richer, healthier, better-educated, 

longer-living, and more peaceful.  The population of Reading is much bigger and more 

diverse; the internet and mobile communications are changing the way we live, work, 

learn the news; and of course the traffic on the roads is considerably worse! 

In our 175th Anniversary year, although the context of our parish has changed  

enormously, I am struck by how much has not changed since our 100th  

Anniversary.  Canon Robinson in the 1940s wrote about parties, children’s services, 

special services, the demands of raising funds for the parish’s work, the parish’s  

support for mission overseas, and care for those in the community in particular 

need.  Your clergy have been writing much the same thing ever since!  The Bishop of 

Reading visited the parish in 1944, just as we were delighted to welcome Bishop  

Andrew at a joyful Easter Day service in a packed church.  There was so much  

demand for worship at Christmas 1945 that an extra service had to be added on 

Christmas Eve – as we did in Christmas 2018.  

So amid a world of change and turmoil, I am giving thanks that in 2019, as there was in 

1944, and indeed our foundation year of 1844, a faithful community of Christians in 

Earley St Peter’s meets weekly to worship God, discover more about the faith, trying 

to serve Jesus Christ through fellowship with each other and serving our local  

community.  It reminds me there is so much to celebrate and be thankful for, so I do 

urge everyone to support our next celebration event at 3pm on Sunday 12th May 

which will include singing, music, prayers, a visit from the Bishop of Oxford, and 

cake!  And above all it reminds me to daily thank Jesus Christ who – whatever may 

have changed since 1844 – remains constant and trustworthy, always reaching out to 

heal us and love us: ‘the same, yesterday, today, and tomorrow’ (Hebrews 13.8). 
 

With prayers and good wishes, 

 



Parish Diary 
Thursday @ 10 

2nd & 4th Thursdays in the month at 10am in the church hall 

May 9th & 23rd  
 

Mothers’ Union 

Next meeting June 6th  
 

Ladies Social Group 

2nd Tuesday in the month at 7.30pm for 8.00pm 

May 14th & June 11th 
 

 

Fellowship Lunch 
Friday 7th June at 12.30pm 

 

Prayer for St Peter’s  

The next Prayers for St Peter’s will be on Thursday 23rd  May at 7.45pm  to 

8.30pm in the Lady Chapel, everyone is very welcome to come and pray for 

our church and community.  
For the diary - the next dates are Thursdays  27th June and 25th July 

 
  

Start Groups 

The daytime Start group is taking a break and will reconvene on Thursday  

9th May - all are welcome whether you came to the previous sessions or not. 

For Information about dates please speak to Phil or Elaine.   

Please speak to Philip for dates and details of the evening group.. 
 

 

 

 

Wednesday Bible Study 

On the first Wednesday of the month, we’re holding a Bible Study from 10.30  

- 11.30 am  in the choir vestry.  This follows on from our midweek  

communion (at 9.30am) but you are welcome to just come to the Bible 

Study. Tea/coffee will be available between communion and the Bible Study – 

so come a little early if you want a hot drink!  Speak to Hannah or Elaine if 

you would like to know more.  
Next Bible study will be June 5th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lent Lunches 
Every Friday during Lent people met for a very frugal Lent Lunch and heard someone 

give a 5 - 10 minute talk. The theme for the talks this year was journeys - they were 

all very interesting - a journey to  revisit childhood roots in Aruba, an island in the 

West Indies, the  Journey to the Cross via Bethlehem, the return of the  

prodigal son,  and the journeys of Abraham and Jonah. 

After expenses the  total sum collected was £702.55p, which included a donation 

from  SHINE and was generously augmented to £850 by a donation from the Sunday 

morning coffee fund. This sum was divided equally between two charities - the CMS 

Mission to Peru (Anna Sims) which St Peter’s church supports and the Drop-in - 

Centre in Reading. 

 

Upcoming Services and Events 
 

175th Anniversary Service 

Our celebrations continue with a special service of thanksgiving on Sunday 12th 

May 2019 at 3pm with tea, fizz, and cake to follow.  There will be music from our 

choir, song school, and the school choir, and the Lord Bishop of Oxford will be 

preaching.  Please do come to share in this service of thanksgiving to God for our 

rich heritage and of rededication for the future. 
 

 

Phil’s Ordination and first celebration of Holy Communion 

Our curate Phil will be ordained priest at 11am on Saturday 22nd June at Reading 

Minster – do come and support him on this special day.  Phil will preside at Holy 

Communion for the first time at 10am on Sunday 23rd June.  The preacher will 

be The Reverend Peter Crooks, and there will be coffee and cake to celebrate in 

the Hall afterwards. 

 
Pastoral Care 

Caring for everyone of all ages is a key part of our parish’s work.  Our team has been 

undergoing some training and will be commissioned during the 10am service on  

Sunday 19th May.  Thereafter, if anyone would like a chance to talk or pray with 

someone, one of the team will be available to listen in the Lady Chapel after the 

10am service on all Sundays of the month except the first.  We are also working on 

setting up a midweek group for those who are bereaved or lonely, as well as offering 

home visits to those for whom we take a family funeral; more on that later in the 

year. 

 
Confirmation:  If you haven’t already been Confirmed, Confirmation is a chance to 

explore the Christian faith and journey of life, making a public commitment (with oth-

ers) in a service led by the Bishop.  Ideal for those who are new to church or coming 

back after a break.  We will be arranging a group in the coming months, please speak 

to Philip or Hannah if you would like to find out more. 



Easter Cross by 

the flower team 

 

Our Annual Gift Day will be Sunday 9th June.  This is our annual chance to thank all 

those who give so much in so many ways to the life of the parish, and – as we reflect 

on God’s generosity to us – to consider our own giving.  For those who wish to make 

gift day donation, envelopes will be available in the pews nearer the time. 

 

St Peter’s Day 

Our patron saint will be celebrated with our Festival Communion at 10am on  

Sunday 7th July, followed by bring and share lunch. 

Prayer tree  

created by the children 

at the Good Friday morning  

children's craft session 



The Ministry Team with 

Bishop Andrew before the 

10am service 

Easter Sunday with Bishop Andrew 



Renewing our Baptismal Vows 

Bishop Andrew at the font  

blessing the water 

Philip presents  

Bishop Andrew  

and his wife, Janice,  

with gifts  

to mark his retirement 



Organ Dedication and Recital  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Five organists associated with St Peter’s Church  

 David Price; Ann Sheen;  

David Jordan; Jonathan Bowler and Richard Meehan  

all contributed to a superb Sunday afternoon concert  

in celebration of the renovation and rededication of the organ 

 

The organ was installed in its present position in 1912; it had a rather chequered  

maintenance history until it was finally rebuilt by George Osmond and Company in 

1978. Since then it has been regularly tuned and maintained with some minor works 

carried out over the years. But after some 40 years since the last major service the 

bellows were worn and required major work. It was decided that at the same time 

an overhaul and general cleaning of the mechanism should be undertaken. Such a ma-

jor task obviously costs quite a lot of money, so the task of fundraising began in Feb-

ruary 2018; the refurbishment work began in late August and was finished at the end 

of October 

Grateful thanks to all who contributed to the appeal. 



New to the Parish Office team: Mary Frank 
 
 

Hello! I joined the Parish Office team in April as Parish  

Administrator. I’m really looking forward to supporting the 

clergy and church officers and to liaising between the church 

and the wider community. My background combines  

administration and languages. Most recently, I’ve been teaching 

translation, and before then I worked in communications and 

administration roles with the Bible Society movement. 

I worship at Wesley Methodist Church in central Reading, 

where I play the violin in the music group. As well as music, I 

enjoy cycling, walking, reading and travelling.  I’d really like to get to know as many 

of the congregation as possible, so do call into the Parish Office to introduce your-

self if you can. 

 

 
 

Improvements Planned to Earley St Peter’s Church Hall 
 

Earley St Peter’s Church Hall is a vital asset to the Church, providing a meeting 

space for a variety of church activities and groups, for community groups and com-

mercial organisations and also a venue for private functions for the local community.  

It plays a key role in our outreach to the community of Earley. 
 

The hall was built in 1986.  It has been well maintained and managed over the years 

including having the following major work carried out: replacement of the hall boiler, 

installation of the partition in the main hall, replacement of the ceiling tiles and  

lighting and internal re-decoration and refurbishment.  The hall management group 

felt it was now timely that the infrastructure of the hall was reviewed to see what 

further improvements needed to be made.  We sought advice from Siloam Con-

struction Ltd and 3 areas were highlighted: 

 Replacement of the doors and windows with double glazed units 

 Updating the hall plumbing, and improved control of the central heating in the 

main hall 

 Insulation of the roof space 
 

Competitive quotes were gained for all areas and after due consideration of these, 

the companies best suited to carry out each aspect of the work were chosen.  

Thanks to the careful management of the hall funds, these costs are being met from 

hall reserves.  The work is planned to be carried out this summer/ early autumn.  
 

The result of this work will make the hall a more secure, energy efficient building in 

line with current building and health and safety regulations and will also reduce the 

hall’s running costs thus saving money.   Looking forward this will help the hall to 

continue to play a central role in the outreach of Earley St Peter’s Church. 

 



Lectionary for May 2019 
 

Sunday 5th May 2019 – Third Sunday of Easter 
 

8am Holy Communion 

Acts 9.1-6; John 20.1-14 
 

10am Bread & Wine 

Acts 9.1-6; John 20.1-14 
 

6.30pm Evening Worship 

 

Sunday 12th May 2019 – Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

8am Holy Communion 

Acts 9.36-end; John 10.22-30 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Acts 9.36-end; Revelation 7.9-17; John 10.22-30 
 

3pm Service of Thanksgiving for the 175th Anniversary of the Church’s Consecration 

followed by afternoon tea 

Preacher: The Lord Bishop of Oxford 

Psalm 150 (sung by choir) 

Readings tbc 

 

Sunday 19th May 2019 – Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

8am Holy Communion 

Acts 11.1-18; John 13.31-35 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Acts 11.1-18; Revelation 21.1-6; John 13.31-35 
 

6.30pm Reflective Communion 

 

Sunday 26th May 2019 – Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

8am Holy Communion 

Acts 16.9-15; John 14.23-29 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Ezekiel 37.1-14; Acts 16.9-15; John 14.23-29 
 

6.30pm Evensong 

Psalm 126; Zephaniah 3.14-20; Matthew 28.1-10, 16-20 

 

Thursday 30th May 2019 – ASCENSION DAY 
 

8pm Holy Communion 

Acts 1.1-11; Psalm 47 (sung by choir); Luke 24.44-end 

 

 



From the Registers 
 

 

Funerals 
12th April Tomiko Roberts 88 

25th April Edward Maguire 94 

 
 

Weddings 
27th April   Daniel Joshua Bryce and Christine Mary Quill 

Food Bank 
One way to contribute is to buy an extra tin or non-perishable packet of food when 

doing the shopping and put it in the box at the back of the church. The donations 

are taken to the local food bank. Even in Reading there is a need for food banks and 

these are practical ways in which we can help. There is a box at the back of church 

for your donations. Every little helps….thank you.  
 
 
 

Funding 
Many thanks to those people who have sent in donations towards the cost of the 

production of the magazine. The magazine costs about £30 per month to produce; 

it is suggested that a donation of £5 per year will help to cover the cost of   

production.  Donations for the magazine can be sent to the Parish Office marked  

‘magazine’. Cheques should be made payable to Earley St  Peter’s PCC. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The normal pattern of services at St Peter's is as follows: 
Sunday 
8.00am  Holy Communion 

10.00 am  1st  Sunday Bread & Wine - an informal communion service for all  

   ages followed by Tea ’n’ Toast in the church hall 

   Other Sundays Parish Communion  
 

6.30pm                  1st Sunday  Evening Worship 

   time for prayer and quiet using a range of different styles and traditions 
 

   2nd Sunday    Choral Evensong 

   the choir leads much of this traditional worship from  

   The Book of Common Prayer 
 

   3rd Sunday    Holy Communion 

   a simple, reflective service of communion 
 

   4th Sunday    Evensong 

   singing and scripture using The Book of Common Prayer service 
 

   5th Sunday    Compline (Night Prayer) 

   a brief, peaceful service to end the day 

 

Children’s Church during the 10am service (but not 1st  Sunday)  

 (Sunday School)  for children 3 to II years old in term-time  

  Children’s Church is in the church hall and begins with a short Act of Worship 
 

Wednesday 
9.30am  Holy Communion  followed by coffee in church  

10.15am  Tots ‘n’ Teddies  (during school terms) for young children  

      up to school age and their parents /carers  

      followed by tea/coffee/squash/toys in the hall 
 

 

Morning Prayer  is said in the Lady Chapel every Monday at 9am 

    and every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 8.30am 
 

Weddings and baptisms:  
If you are thinking of arranging a wedding or baptism at St Peter’s please contact the clergy 

who will be very happy to help. 
 

Contact St Peter’s  
Vicarage    0118 966 6701 

Revd Philip Hobday   philip.hobday@earley-stpeter.org.uk 0118 966 6701 

Revd Hannah Hobday   hannah.hobday@earley-stpeter.org.uk 0118 966 6701 

Revd Phil Price    earleycurate@outlook.com.    0118 376 5492  

Lay Minister Elaine Watts  07773 182 483 

Parish office     0118 966 8575 

e–mail     stpetersearley@btinternet.com 

Earley St Peter’s Website http://www.earleystpeters.org.uk.    
 

mailto:earleycurate@outlook.co
http://www.earleystpeters.org.uk

