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A Letter from the Vicarage 
 

‘I wonder what feels fruitful in your life at the moment – and what needs 

cutting down or pulling up? 
 

Jesus often uses metaphors relating to farming and plants – not  

surprising given his ministry amongst those who would have worked the 

land in order to feed themselves and their families.  At the vicarage we 

have moments of gardening enthusiasm, but not quite enough knowledge or  

commitment to be genuinely successful gardeners.  Nevertheless, some things have 

flourished – our tomato plants enjoyed the hot weather and gave us a good crop, 

and we grew some impressive courgettes, as well as a single lonely cucumber – just 

at the point where we were going to give up on the plant and throw it away. 
 

Now it’s the time of year where there’s lots to tidy up – things to cut back or to 

dig up all together, throwing debris onto the compost heap or into the brown bin.  

And just as there’s sorting out to be done in the garden, there’s sorting out to be 

done in our lives too.  Where have we slipped into destructive habits or patterns 

which hurt ourselves and other people?  Where have we turned in on ourselves, 

absorbed with our own lives, and neglected to put God first, and to love our 

neighbour?  Where have we failed to set aside the time we need to pray and read 

the Bible and grow in our faith?  And where have we failed to put that faith into 

action: living God’s way, shining as lights for the world to see?  What needs to be 

pruned or uprooted in order to set our lives in order? 
 

The good news is that God is the perfect gardener and he doesn’t expect us to 

sort these things out by ourselves.  In fact, he knows we can’t.  He knows we need 

his help – and when we let him, he comes to ‘tidy up’ whatever needs attention in 

our lives.  What’s more, he gardens tenderly, and lovingly – determined not to 

harm the garden which he loves.  Cutting back might be necessary – but the  

gardener does it with care and attention, knowing what is best for the garden even 

if it is painful. 
 

And God never gives up on us.  However over-grown the garden of our lives,  

however much we have let weeds grow and brambles take over, he is ever ready 

to help us bloom into beautiful gardens, which give glory to him and share his love 

with the world. 
 

So give thanks with me for all that is flourishing and fruitful in your life and in the 

life of our church and parish.  And give thanks too for the loving gardener who 

helps us to attend to the areas of all our lives where work is needed. 
 
 



Parish notes........ 
 

Thursday @ 10 
2nd & 4th Thursdays in the month at 10am in the church hall 

October 11th & 25th 
 

Mothers’ Union 
1st Thursday at 2.15pm 

October 4th; November 1st 
 

Ladies Social Group 
2nd Tuesday in the month at 7.30pm for 8.00pm 

October 9th; November 13th 
 

 

 Fellowship Lunch 

1st Friday of the month except January & August  

October 5th; November 2nd 

 

Prayer Points for this month 

At our Annual Meetings in April 2018 everyone was asked to write down one 

thing to thank God for and one thing to pray for.  Each month prayer points  

appear in the keys for us to be praying together. There were a lot of similar   

suggestions, so not everyone will find their own words included, but hopefully 
we will cover all the ideas! 
 

 

October 
Give thanks for – the work of our choir led by Richard and David 

Pray for – more people to offer their time and skills to the work of the parish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 4th November, 3.30pm – All Souls’ Service 
Our annual chance to remember those we have lost, a quiet and reflective service 

with music from the choir and refreshments afterwards in the Hall 



Autumn Study Groups 
 

Our autumn study group on the history of the early Church continues this week, 

please do come along (even if you can’t make them all).  Refreshments provided.  

Mondays 7.30 - 9pm and Tuesdays 10.30am -12noon as follows: 
 

8th / 9th October  The Second and Third Centuries   

 The Revd Dr Kenneth Padley  

 Vicar of St Michael and St Mary’s churches, St Albans 

15th / 16th October The Fourth and Fifth Centuries    The Revd Philip Hobday 

 

Wednesday Bible Study 
On the first Wednesday of the month, we’re starting a Bible Study from 10.30-11.30 

am  in the choir vestry.  This follows on from our midweek communion (at 9.30am) 

but you are welcome to just come to the Bible Study.  Tea/coffee will be available 

between communion and the Bible Study – so come a little early if you want a hot 

drink!  Speak to Hannah or Elaine if you would like to know more. 

 

 

Song School 
Our Song School has got off to a fantastic start, helping a group of young people in 

Years 3 to 7 sing. On Sunday 14th October, they will be singing with our Choir 

during the 10am Parish Communion for the first time.  We will be praying specially 

for them and hearing a bit about what they’ve been doing since they were ‘launched’ 

in September.   

 

 

:Work to the Organ 
Thank you again to everyone who has contributed to the organ appeal.  The work is 

now well underway with the organ ‘interior’ being worked on at Richard Bower’s 

organ workshop.  The final stage of installing the new components and testing them 

will take place in coming weeks and the work should be finished within the month of 

October. 
 

War Memorial 
Now we have formal legal permission, the War Memorial refurbishment work can 

begin. Scaffolding and sheeting will go up shortly so it can be cleaned and the  

lettering restored.  We expect this to be completed in time for Remembrance  

Sunday.  Thanks to Clive Nunn and Bill Watts who have led this process and AB 

Walker our contractors. 



Music for an Autumn Afternoon  
at Earley St Peter's Church 

on Saturday 27th October 2018 at 2pm 

Jonathan Cohen and Anne Nunn 

Piano Duet 

in aid of St Peter’s Song School 
Tickets (£8 adults; £6 children) and information  

from: Anne Nunn (987 4870) / Helen Price (987 1771)  

and on the door 

Afternoon tea will be available by donation 
 

 

 

Sunday 11th November – Remembrance Sunday 
This is a particularly poignant year as we mark the hundredth anniversary of the end of the 

First World War and the centenary of the Royal Air Force.  Do join us for this special  

commemoration. 
 

8am     Holy Communion 

9.30am     Holy Communion with Hymns 

from 10.15am   Tea and coffee in the Hall 

10.55am     Act of Remembrance  

            and Two Minutes’ Silence at the War Memorial 

11.10-11.40am   Remembrance Service in Church 
 

 

 

 

For the Fallen 
 The Drama Group and Choir will lead ‘For the 

Fallen’,  

a Service of Remembrance,  

at 6.30pm in Church on 11th November. 

The Service will commemorate  

the centenary of the Armistice  

through readings of poems and personal recollections, 
music and song. 

Closing prayers will be lead by a member of the 

Clergy. 

 A retiring collection will be made  

in support of the RAF Benevolent Fund. 



 

Lectionary for October 2018 
 

Sunday 7th October 2018 – Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity; 

Harvest Festival 

8am Holy Communion 

Genesis 1.1, 9-12, 20-31; Matthew 6.25-33 
 

10am Festival Communion for Harvest 

Genesis 1.1, 9-12, 20-31; Matthew 6.25-33 
 

6.30pm Evening Worship 
 

 

Sunday 14th October 2018 – Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 

8am Holy Communion 

Amos 5.6-7, 10-15; Mark 10.17-31 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Amos 5.6-7, 10-15; Hebrews 4.12-16; Mark 10.17-31 
 

6.30pm Choral Evensong 

Psalm 127; Joshua 5.13-6.20; Matthew 11.20-end 
 

 

Sunday 21st October 2018 – Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity 

8am Holy Communion 

Isaiah 53.4-12; Mark 10.35-45 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Isaiah 53.4-12; Hebrews 5.1-10; Mark 10.35-45 
 

6.30pm Holy Communion 

Joshua 14.6-14; Matthew 12.1-21 
 

 

Sunday 28th October 2018 – St Simon and St Jude 

8am Holy Communion 

Ephesians 2.19-22; John 15.17-27 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Isaiah 28.14-16; Ephesians 2.19-22; John 15.17-27 
 

6.30pm Evensong 

Psalm119.1-8; I Maccabees 2.42-66; Jude 1-4, 17-25 



From the Registers 
 
 

Baptisms 
 

 

16th September   Piper Grace Maybury-Wallis daughter of Bailey Wallis and Chloe Maybury 

                           Jacob Daniel Neville son of Daniel Neville and Claire Cridland 

23rd September   Jayden Jahsiah Tomlin-Brown son of Collin Brown and Leanne Tomlin 
 

 

 

Funerals 

26th September  Michael Fox  65  

 

Evening Services 
It’s quite unusual for a parish to have a thriving evening service every week, and in 

consultation with the congregation the PCC has been reflecting  on the best pattern 

for our evening services.  We are of course committed to the strong choral tradition 

of two monthly sung evensongs from The Book of Common Prayer.  We also aim to 

offer a quieter evening communion service and other opportunities for a range of 

more reflective worship. There is also a need to balance the workload of the choir 

and the ministry team.   

So in October, November, and January (December of course is different with special 

Advent and Christmas services) we will test a new pattern of worship for the Sunday 

evening 6.30pm services which is set out on the back page. 

While the Choir will now be singing only on the second and fourth Sunday evenings, 

we hope to explore ways of including a wider range of music (both contemporary 

and traditional) on some of the first and third Sunday services.  Please do keep an eye 

on Keys, Life, and the website where we always publicise upcoming services 

(especially any seasonal variations) in good time. 

 

Food Bank 
There is a box at the back of church for your food donations. Every little helps! 

Thank you 
 

Funding 
Many thanks to those people who have sent in donations towards the cost of the 

production of the magazine. The magazine costs about £30 per month to produce; it 

is suggested that a donation of £5 per year will help to cover the cost of production. 

Donations for the magazine can be sent to the Parish Office marked  ‘magazine’. 

Cheques should be made payable to  Earley St Peter’s PCC. 

 



The normal pattern of services at St Peter's is as follows: 
Sunday 
8.00am  Holy Communion 

10.00 am  1st  Sunday Bread & Wine - an informal communion service for all  

   ages followed by Tea ’n’ Toast in the church hall 

   Other Sundays Parish Communion  
 

6.30pm                   1st Sunday  Evening Worship 

   time for prayer and quiet using a range of different styles and traditions 
 

   2nd Sunday    Choral Evensong 

   the choir leads much of this traditional worship from  

   The Book of Common Prayer 
 

   3rd Sunday    Holy Communion 

   a simple, reflective service of communion 
 

   4th Sunday    Evensong 

   singing and scripture using The Book of Common Prayer service 
 

   5th Sunday    Compline (Night Prayer) 

   a brief, peaceful service to end the day 

 

Sunday School   during the 10am service (but not 1st  Sunday)  

 for children 3 to II years old in term-time  

  Sunday School is in the church hall and begins with a short Act of Worship 
 

Wednesday 
9.30am  Holy Communion  followed by coffee in church  

10.15am  Tots ‘n’ Teddies  (during school terms) for young children  

      up to school age and their parents /carers  

      followed by tea/coffee/squash/toys in the hall 
 

 

Morning Prayer  is said in the Lady Chapel every Monday at 9am 

    and every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 8.30am 
 

Weddings and baptisms:  
If you are thinking of arranging a wedding or baptism at St Peter’s please contact the clergy 

who will be very happy to help. 
 

Contact St Peter’s  
Vicarage    0118 966 6701 

Revd Philip Hobday   philip.hobday@earley-stpeter.org.uk 0118 966 6701 

Revd Hannah Hobday   hannah.hobday@earley-stpeter.org.uk 0118 966 6701 

Revd Phil Price    earleycurate@outlook.com.    0118 356 5492  

Lay Minister Elaine Watts  contact via the Parish Office 

Parish office     0118 966 8575 

e–Mail     stpetersearley@btinternet.com 

Earley St Peter’s Website http://www.earley-stpeter.org.uk 
 

 

Copy for  September keys by October26h please 

mailto:earleycurate@outlook.co

