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Letter from the Ministry Team 

 

Dear friends, 

 

October is the autumnal month, when the grass is damp in the mornings 

and we feel that bit chillier in the evenings.  The change in weather is a good moment 

to mark the changing rhythm of the seasons, and to give thanks to God who has 

made us such a wonderful world to live in and given us such a beautiful, plentiful 

planet.  That’s why it’s a good month for our Harvest celebrations – a chance to say 

thank you to God not just by sharing our Harvest worship and fellowship but also by 

practical service to those in need.  You can read about that later in Keys and do 

come along and enjoy the celebration. 
 

Many of you know that since I arrived here I have been studying part-time for a de-

gree in Theology.  For those of you who are interested, I am writing about Richard 

Hooker, who was a Church of England priest and theologian during the reign of 

Queen Elizabeth I.  He is one of the earliest and most important Anglican writers. If 

you’ve ever visited Exeter Cathedral you will have passed a statue of him (usually 

with a seagull or two perched on his hat!) on the green.   
 

For the degree I have had to do a lot of reading and now I have to write a disserta-

tion of 80,000 to 100,000 words about Hooker which I will hopefully submit for  

assessment next year.  If this dissertation passes the examiners, it will result in the 

award of a doctorate (PhD). 
 

To help me have time and space to do this writing, Bishop Andrew agreed I could 

take a period of leave from parish duties from Monday 7th October to Friday 29th 

November.  Because I am a parent and a parishioner as well as a priest you will still 

see me in church and school!  But I will not be leading worship, attending meetings, 

answering phone calls / emails, or dealing with parish work during this period.  If you 

have any queries or problems you’d usually come to me about, please contact  

Hannah or the Parish Office.  I’m very grateful to those on the Ministry Team and in 

the Office who will be carrying extra workload during my absence.   All should run 

smoothly, but please do be patient as we will be one member of the team down!  
  

I’d be glad of your prayers as I sit at a computer in the darkening autumn days typing 

away.  Thank you for your patience and support for me and for the Ministry and  

Office teams, and I look forward to working in the parish again at the start of  

Advent. 
 

With prayers and best wishes, 



Parish Diary 
 

 

Mothers’ Union 
1st Thursday at 2.15pm 

Next meeting : November 7th 
 

 

Ladies Social Group 

2nd Tuesday in the month at 7.30pm for 8.00pm 

October 8th 
 

 

Thursday @ 10 

2nd and 4th Thursdays in the month at 10am in the church hall  

10th and 24th October 
 

Fellowship Lunch 
1st Friday in the month at 12.30pm; next lunch 1st November 
 

Prayer for St Peter’s  

The next Prayers for St Peter’s will be on Thursday 26th September 7.45pm to 

8.30pm in the Lady Chapel, everyone is very welcome to come and pray for 

our church and community.  

Dates for your diary:  
24th October and 28th November 
  

 

Wednesday Bible Study 

On the first Wednesday of the month, we’re holding a Bible Study from 10.30  

- 11.30 am in the choir vestry.  This follows on from our midweek  

communion (at 9.30am) but you are welcome to just come to the Bible 

Study. Tea/coffee will be available between communion and the Bible Study – 

so come a little early if you want a hot drink!  Speak to Hannah or Elaine if 

you would like to know more.   
Next Bible study will be: Wednesday 6th November 

 

 

 

 
 

Research Leave: Philip is on leave from Monday 7th October to Friday 

29th November to give him time for his academic work.  During this period 

he will not be leading worship, attending meetings, or answering phone calls / 

emails.  For any queries or problems please contact Hannah or the 

Parish Office. 

 

 



Upcoming Services and Events 
 

Harvest Festival – Sunday 6th October  

10.00am Festival Communion 
 

Followed by the Auction of Produce.  Donations of goods for the Auction can go to 

the Church Hall before or after the 10am service, any money raised will go to the 

Food Bank.  Harvest gifts of dry goods / tins etc. can be brought to Church and these 

will be given to the Drop-in Centre.  After the service, Lunch will follow, please sign 

the list at the back of church if you would like to come and mention any dietary 

needs. If you would like to make a donation towards the cost of lunch this will be 

possible on the day. 
 

Confirmation 

Please pray for Alison and Matthew from our parish, along with all those being con-

firmed at Reading Minster on Sunday 6th October at 4pm.  All are welcome to the 

service. 
 

Bible Sunday – 27th October 

We will be reflecting that day on how and why we read the Bible.  Reading the Bible 

every day is a key part of every Christian’s growth in faith.  There are a range of 

booklets and schemes which can help us with what to read – some of which will be 

on display in church that day. 
 

 

All Souls’ Service 

3.30pm Sunday 3rd November 

Followed by afternoon tea 
 

Our annual commemoration of departed loved ones, with peaceful music from the 

choir, a chance to light a candle, and tea and cake to follow.  If you would like a loved 

one’s name remembered at this service, please write it on the lists which will be at 

the back of church from Sunday 13th October. 

 

 

Remembrance Sunday – Sunday 10th November 
 

8am Holy Communion 

9.30am Holy Communion with Hymns 

from 10.15am tea and coffee available in the Hall 

10.50am Act of Remembrance, Two Minutes’ Silence, and Wreath Laying at the War 

Memorial followed by Remembrance Service in Church (ends around 11.40am) 

6.30pm Choral Evensong 
 

At the 10.50am service, we welcome representatives of the local Council and  

uniformed organisations for this civic commemoration of those who died for our 

freedom and who bear the scars of conflict past and present. 

 

We will remember them 

 



Looking ahead … Advent Sunday 

Sunday 2nd December 2019 – 6.30pm Advent Service 
 

This is one of the most moving services of the year: while the shining lights and 

jingling Christmas music in the shops may be driving us mad, come instead to hear 

the quiet, rich, reflective hymns, readings, and choir music of the Advent season.  

Afterwards all are welcome to drinks and nibbles at the Vicarage, 69 Eastcourt 

Avenue RG6 1HH. 

 

 

Pastoral Care  
At Earley St Peter’s we want to care for each other within our church family, and 

care for those around us in the community. We all have a responsibility to care 

for each other, but the Pastoral Care Team is on hand to offer visiting, listening 

and prayer. Elaine Watts as Lay Minister is co-ordinating the Pastoral Care Group 

and Mary Brooke is helping especially in the area of bereavement. 

The group is always anxious to know of anyone who is in need of a visit. We live 

in a large parish and neither the ministerial team nor the Pastoral Care Group can 

keep up with everyone all the time; we don’t want anyone to slip through the net 

so everyone’s participation in the care of others is important. Messages can be left 

on the Parish Office telephone and the details for both Elaine and Mary can be 

found below. 

Visiting cards are also available in the church (on the shelf at the back) and these 

can be filled in and put in the box marked Pastoral Care Requests which is also 

at the back of the church. The box is emptied weekly. 

Listening and Prayer after the 10am Service 

(Every Sunday except the 1st Sunday of the month)  

If you are touched by something in the service or your personal circumstances, a 

member of the pastoral care team is available to listen in the Lady Chapel after 

the service.  

Concerned about someone else  

If you are concerned about someone whom you think would value a visit from a 

member of the pastoral care team please contact Elaine or Mary 

Elaine Watts  elaine@earleystpeters.org.uk 07773 182483 

Mary Brooke mary.brooke888@btinternet.com  0118 926 2153 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:elaine@earleystpeters.org.uk
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 Young litter pickers look after the environment and 

clean up the churchyard! 

Two bags full! 

Hi, my name is Hannah,  

On Saturday 7thSeptember 2019, 

my friends Emily, Benedict and I did 

some litter picking in the church 

yard. (We go to song school and 

bible explorers.) We all think it is 

important to look after the  

environment, so I organised a litter 

pick. We were shocked by the 

amount of litter we collected: 2 big 

black bags in an hour and a half. The 

church yard now is a lot cleaner.  

  



The Choir sang in Coventry Cathedral 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“The choir sang the services at Coventry Cathedral on the weekend of 31st August/1st  

September.  The photograph shows the choir in the chancel after the Sunday Cathedral  

Eucharist.  It was a busy and challenging weekend, but very enjoyable”! - David Price 

On the night of 14 November 1940, 

the city of Coventry was devastated by 

bombs dropped by the Luftwaffe. The 

Cathedral burned with the city, having 

been hit by several incendiary devices. 

Shortly after the destruction, the  

cathedral stonemason, Jock Forbes, 

noticed that two of the charred  

medieval roof timbers had fallen in the 

shape of a cross. He set them up in the 

ruins where they were later placed on 

an altar of rubble with the moving 

words ‘Father Forgive’ inscribed on the 

Sanctuary wall. 



What’s on at St Peter’s  
Here is a reminder of what’s on and when in the general plan is given below  

 

For adults: 
SHINE (Wokingham Council) most Mondays  2pm*    church hall  

Ladies Social Group   2nd Tuesday  7.30 for 8pm † church hall  

Bible Study Group  1st Wednesday  10.30am   church. 

MU group   1st Thursday    2.15pm *  church hall 

Thursday @ 10   2nd and 4th Thursdays  10am *  church hall 

Fellowship Lunch 1st Friday   12.30pm #  church hall 

 

Lent Lunch   all Fridays (6) in Lent 12.30pm  church hall  

     frugal lunch and speakers on a theme 
  

*  not August 

† not July or August 

# not January or August and no Fellowship lunch during Lent - see Lent Lunches 
  

 

For pre-school children: 

Tots and Teddies: Wednesday mornings during school term-time 

The session begins in church at10.15am followed by refreshments and play in 

the church hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For older children 

Bible Explorers is open to all children in year 4 and above,; it meets 

once a month during the 10am service and once a ½ term on a  

Sunday afternoon.  

For more details contact Phil Price - see back of magazine for e-mail 

address and phone number 
 

 

 

What’s On bulletin 
Events for the autumn: Pick up a copy of the new What’s On  

bulletin at the back of the church to find out about the services,  

social groups and other events that are taking place this autumn. 
 

 
 

 



Music for an Autumn 

Afternoon 

 
at Earley St Peter’s Church 

on Saturday 19th October 2019 at 2pm 

Jonathan Cohen and Anne Nunn 

Piano Duet 

in aid of St Peter’s Song School 

Tickets £8 adults  £5 children 

Tickets from: Anne Nunn 

20 Somerton Gardens, Earley, Reading, RG6 5XG 

(0118 9874870) 

and also available in church and on the door 

Afternoon tea will be served  

in the Church Hall afterwards 



Lectionary for October 
 

Sunday 6th October 2019 – Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity;  

Harvest Festival 

8am Holy Communion 

Deuteronomy 26.1-11; Matthew 6; 25-34 
 

10am Festival Communion for Harvest 

Deuteronomy 26.1-11; Matthew 6; 25-34 
 

6.30pm Evening Worship 

 

Sunday 13th October 2019 – Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 

8am Holy Communion 

II Kings 5.1-3, 7-15c; Luke 17.11-19 
 

10am Parish Communion 

II Kings 5.1-3, 7-15c; II Timothy 2.8-15; Luke 17.11-19 
 

6.30pm Choral Evensong 

Psalm 144.1-10; Nehemiah 6.1-16; John 15.12-end 

 

Sunday 20th October 2019 – Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 

8am Holy Communion 

II Timothy 3.14-4.5; Luke 18.1-18 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Genesis 32.22-31; II Timothy 3.14-4.5; Luke 18.1-18 
 

6.30pm Reflective Communion 

 

Sunday 27th October 2019 – Last Sunday after Trinity; Bible Sunday 

8am Holy Communion 

Isaiah 45.22-25; Luke 4.16-24 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Isaiah 45.22-25; Romans 15.1-6; Luke 4.16-24 
 

6.30pm Evensong – Eve of the Feast of St Simon and St Jude 

Psalm 124; Deuteronomy 32.1-4; John 14.15-26 

 

 

 



From the Registers 
 

 

Baptisms 
15th September 

Arlo Jacob Luxon son of Alexander Luxon and Kathryn Powell 
 

28th September 

Blake Richard Edwards-Lewis son of Nathan Lewis and Aisha Edwards-Lewis 
 

Weddings 
14th September: 

Michael Kingsley Edwards and Rebecca Jane Head 
 

 

Funerals 
6th September   Brian Kemp  79 

30th September  Cyril Palmer  89 

........................................................................................................................................................... 

 

Food Bank 
One way to contribute is to buy an extra tin or non-perishable packet of food when 

doing the shopping and put it in the box at the back of the church. The donations are 

taken to the local food bank. Even in Reading there is a need for food banks and these 

are practical ways in which we can help. There is a box at the back of 

church for your donations. Every little helps….thank you.  

 

 

 

Funding 
Many thanks to those people who have sent in donations towards the cost  

of the production of the magazine. The magazine costs about £30 per month  

to produce; it is suggested that a donation of £5 per year will help to cover the cost 

of production. Donations for the magazine can be sent to the Parish Office marked  

‘magazine’. Cheques should be made payable to Earley St  Peter’s PCC. 

 
 

 

 

 



The normal pattern of services at St Peter's is as follows: 
Sunday 
8.00am  Holy Communion 

10.00 am  1st  Sunday Bread & Wine - an informal communion service for all  

   ages followed by Tea ’n’ Toast in the church hall 

   Other Sundays Parish Communion  
 

6.30pm                  1st Sunday  Evening Worship 

   time for prayer and quiet using a range of different styles and traditions 
 

   2nd Sunday    Choral Evensong 

   the choir leads much of this traditional worship from  

   The Book of Common Prayer 
 

   3rd Sunday    Holy Communion 

   a simple, reflective service of communion 
 

   4th Sunday    Evensong 

   singing and scripture using The Book of Common Prayer service 
 

   5th Sunday    Compline (Night Prayer) 

   a brief, peaceful service to end the day 
 

Children’s Church during the 10am service (except 1st Sunday)  

  for children 3 to II years old in term-time  

  Children’s Church is in the church hall and begins with a short Act of Worship 

Bible Explorers – for children in year 4 and above meets once a month during the  

10am service and once a ½ term on a Sunday afternoon  

 

Wednesday 
9.30am  Holy Communion  followed by coffee in church  

10.15am  Tots ‘n’ Teddies  (during school terms) for young children  

      up to school age and their parents /carers  

      followed by tea/coffee/squash/toys in the hall 
 

 

Morning Prayer  is said in the Lady Chapel every Monday at 9am 

    and every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 8.30am 
 

Weddings and baptisms:  
If you are thinking of arranging a wedding or baptism at St Peter’s please contact the clergy 

who will be very happy to help. 
 

Contact St Peter’s  
Vicarage          0118 966 6701 

Revd Philip Hobday   philip@earleystpeters.org.uk  0118 966 6701 

Revd Hannah Hobday   hannah@earleystpeters.org.uk   0118 966 6701 

Revd Phil Price    curate@earleystpeters.org.uk.    0118 376 5492  

Lay Minister Elaine Watts  elaine@earleystpeters.org.uk  07773 182483 

Parish office     0118 966 8575 

e–mail     admin@earleystpeters.org.uk 

Hall bookings    hall@earleystpeters.org.uk  

Earley St Peter’s Website  http://www.earley-stpeter.org.uk  
 

copy for November magazine by Friday October 25th please 

mailto:philip@earleystpeters.org.uk
mailto:hannah@earleystpeters.org.uk
mailto:curate@earleystpeters.org.uk
javascript:void(0);
https://u.btmail.bt.com/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=btinternet.com&u=bobandsara71&url=http://www.earley-stpeter.org.uk&urlHash=-4.300766017883851E-51

