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Letter from the Vicarage 

 

„I‟m dreaming of a white Christmas‟ says the song.  I wonder what 

you‟re dreaming of this year as you look towards Christmas.  The 

Argos catalogue is branded as „the book of dreams‟ – so what is 

your dream gift?  Or maybe the dream is finding the perfect present for the 

loved one who is so difficult to buy for.  Presents aside, perhaps you dream 

of special time with your family.  Maybe your dreams and hopes are for  

recovery from illness.  Maybe it is hard to dream at all when you are grieving 

or struggling with a situation which seems impossible to resolve. 
 

Over two thousand years ago, the Jewish people were dreaming of a saviour.  

Waiting for someone who would come to be their King, to overthrow the 

Romans, to set them free at last.  And their dream came true – the Saviour 

comes, but not in the way they expect.  Not a warrior King, but a tiny baby.  

Not born in a royal palace, but in a lowly stable.  Not born to a respectful 

family, but to an unmarried mother. 

They had to learn to open their eyes and see what God was doing.  They had 

to let go of some of their assumptions and preconceptions.  They had to 

really look – and those who did, saw the one who came to save not just a 

nation but the world.  Those who really looked recognised Jesus as the  

Saviour, heard his message of good news for the greatest and the least, and 

received the forgiveness and new life which he offers. 
 

I wonder what we will see this Christmas if we really look, if we open our 

eyes, and if we ask God to help us see where he is at work.  Maybe we 

won‟t find all our dreams come true, but maybe we will be surprised by the 

gifts which God wants to give to us.  Maybe we will be surprised too by the 

challenges he has for us – beyond the joy of Christmas celebrations, Jesus 

calls each of us to follow him.  What might that call mean in your life?  Maybe 

our sorrows and struggles will remain – but maybe God draws alongside us 

and wants to give comfort, courage and strength. 
 

Maybe, maybe, maybe.  The dreams are different for each of us – and the 

way God meets with us will be different too.  If you‟d like to talk about the 

way you see God at work in your life – or if you have questions about what 

that even means – then do get in touch.  We‟re always very happy to chat. 
 

On behalf of the Ministry team, I‟d like to wish you a happy Advent and a  

joyful Christmas which is full of God‟s love. 



Parish Diary 
 

Mothers’ Union 
1st Thursday at 2.15pm 

Next meeting : December 5th 
 

Ladies Social Group 

2nd Tuesday in the month at 7.30pm for 8.00pm 

December 10th  Christmas Social Evening 
 

Thursday @ 10 

2nd and 4th Thursdays in the month at 10am in the church hall  

December 12th; no meeting on December 26th 
 

Fellowship Lunch 

1st Friday in the month at 12.30pm;  

Next lunch: December 6th supporting Crisis at Christmas - Helping to provide 

some respite and comfort to those who are homeless at Christmas 

No lunch on January 3rd - but come to New Year Fun Afternoon 

February 7th  
 

Prayer for St Peter’s  

The next Prayers for St Peter‟s will be on 23rd January 

7.45pm to 8.30pm in the Lady Chapel, everyone is very welcome to come 

and pray for our church and community. The dates for later in 2020 are:  

5th March; 2nd April; 7th May 
  

Wednesday Bible Study 

On the first Wednesday of the month, we‟re holding a Bible Study from 

10.30  - 11.30 am in the choir vestry.  This follows on from our midweek 

communion (at 9.30am) but you are welcome to just come to the Bible 

Study. Tea/coffee will be available between communion and the Bible Study – 

so come a little early if you want a hot drink!  Speak to Hannah or Elaine if 

you would like to know more.   
Next Bible study: Wednesday 4th December; and 8th January 
 

 

Philip writes:  “Today I come back from my research leave after a very 

productive two months of writing.  People have been very kind about asking 

me how it‟s going while steering clear of parish matters, so thanks for your 

patience.  Particular thanks to the churchwardens, ministry team, and parish 

office team for bearing extra loads and keeping me free of parish work! Most 

of all, I would like to say a very personal thank you to Hannah, who has 

made it possible for me to take this time out.  So thank you all and it‟s good 

to be back at the start of Advent, this great season of hope and  

expectation!” 



Merry Christmas 2019! 

                    Join the celebration at Earley St Peter’s 
 

 
 

Sunday 8th December 

3pm Christmas Crafts, Christingle-making, refreshments (Hall)* 

4pm-4.30pm Christingle Service (Church) a celebration of light* 

 

Sunday 22nd December 

6.30pm Nine Lessons and Carols 

7.40pm the Christmas story: traditional music, readings, familiar carols 
 
 

Tuesday 24th December – Christmas Eve 

2.30-3pm Journey to Bethlehem* 

 a simple, short service with carols and the Christmas story –   

 especially suitable for families with under-6s 

4.30-5.30pm Crib Service with Nativity Play* 

 the Christmas story with colour and carols, suitable for all ages 

11pm Carols from the Choir 

11.30pm  Midnight Communion  

   -  12.40am celebrate the joy and wonder of Christmas night 
 
 

Wednesday 25th December – Christmas Day 

8am Holy Communion 

- 8.40am a short, quiet service for the start of the day 

10am Festival Communion for Christmas Day*  

- 11am celebration and carols for all ages 
 

 

Come and celebrate Christmas at Earley St Peter’s,  

you will be very welcome.  Services marked * are particularly suitable for 

children.  
 

Church Road, Earley, RG6 1EY 

Facebook:  EarleySaintPeters 
 

EarleySaintPeterswww.earleystpeters.org.uk 
 

admin@earleystpeters.org.uk 

0118 966 8575 

 



Upcoming Services and Events 
Advent Sunday, 1st December, is marked by our Advent Service at 

6.30pm. Understandably less popular than the Christmas services, this beau-

tiful service is nonetheless one of the highlights of the year. The quieter, 

sometimes haunting music and readings of Advent are a perfect opportunity 

to find stillness and reflection amid the pre-Christmas bustle. If you haven‟t 

been before, why not try it? There are drinks and nibbles afterwards at the  

Vicarage (69 Eastcourt Avenue RG6 1HH) to which all are very welcome. 
 

 

Advent Groups: the planned advent groups on prayer have had to be  

cancelled.  The Ministry Team is sorry for any inconvenience.  Instead, we 

are invited to take an hour out of the bustle of pre-Christmas and re-focus 

on the good news of Jesus‟s coming with an „Advent Hour‟ on Thursday 19th 

December in Church.  This will run twice, a daytime session 12 noon – 

1.00pm and an evening session 7.30 to 8.30pm – there will be some music, 
some stillness, and a chance to pray in the peace of our church.  The day-

time session will end with a short service of Midday Prayer and the evening 

session with a short service of Compline.  All very welcome. 
 

 

Christingle – Sunday 8th December 
As we start to think about Christmas, our Christingle service is a great way 

for children and adults together to remember Jesus as the light of the 

world.  Do come and join us – there‟ll be tea, coffee and mince pies as well 

as Christingle-making and Christmas crafts in the hall from 3pm. The service 

is at 4pm – very relaxed, suitable for all ages and a special moment as we 

light our Christingles together at the end.   

For more information, do get in touch with Hannah. 

 

** NAVITIVY – REHEARSAL DATE ** 

If you have a child who would like to be part of the nativity play at our Crib 

Service at 4.30pm on Christmas Eve, then do come along to the rehearsal 

on Monday 23rd December, 10 - 11.30am. Costumes provided, do come and 

join in.  If you have a child who is at secondary school and would like to be a 

narrator, please get in touch with Hannah so she can arrange these parts 

(hannah@earleystpeters.org.uk). 

 

 

mailto:hannah@earleystpeters.org.uk


3 C’s   
Coffee (or tea!), Cake and Chat 

3rd Wednesday of the month  
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 15th January from 2 to 4pm 

Everyone welcome!  

For more details please contact ........... 

Elaine Watts:  elaine@earleystpeters.org.uk;  

Mary Brooke: mary.brooke888@btinternet.com 

or the Parish Office 0118 966 8575 

 

 

 

 

St. Peter’s Good News 
This month the focus is on our Bible Explorers group for children and young 

people who are older than 8.  

On Bible Sunday (28th October) we presented each of our Bible Explorers 

with their own Bible Explorers Survival Kit: A tin containing a Bible, a note-

book and a pen. Several of our Bible Explorers are passionate about caring for 

the planet and so we decided to use a tin as although it is made from new  

materials, it will last a very long time and 

when it finally is no longer used it can be 

recycled. Our notebooks are all made 

from 100% recycled paper and even the 

pens are made from over 80% recycled 

material. 

But the really lovely part of this good news 

is that over many years young people have 

helped with Tea „n‟ Toast and the money 

raised has been used for a variety of items 

for youth and children‟s work in Earley St 

Peter‟s. Over the last few years the need 

for items for this work has been less and 

so a small surplus began to grow. So young 

people of the past have helped to fund an 

exciting gift for the young people of today! 

 

 

mailto:mary.brooke888@btinternet.com
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Share / Like / Comment: If you are on Facebook, and haven‟t already, 

please would you “like” the Earley St Peter‟s Facebook page?  (Go to 

www.Facebook.com/EarleySaintPeters. ) While social media is a mixed  

blessing, it does mean more people in the community see news of events and 

services, and the more our pages are liked / shared / commented on, the more 

people we are likely to reach.  Of course, not everyone is on the internet, so 

why not take an extra Life at St Peter‟s, a flyer about our Christmas services, 

or a copy of the Keys and give it to someone you‟d like to see in church at 

Christmas?  Personal invitation is the best way to encourage people to church, 

and there are so many wonderful services coming up in our beautiful church 

over the next month as we celebrate Christ‟s coming together.  And even if 

the person you‟ve invited doesn‟t actually come, they will almost certainly be 

touched to know that someone was thinking of them. 
 

 

New Bishop of Reading 
The Right Reverend Olivia Graham was consecrated bishop in St Paul‟s  

Cathedral on Tuesday 19th November.  She is the 24th female bishop in the Church of 

England, and the first in the Diocese of Oxford. 

Bishop Olivia was welcomed to the Berkshire Area at a service at the Minster on Sat-

urday 23rd November, attended by clergy and lay people from across the county.  In 

her sermon she spoke about her priorities to encourage young people in faith and 

about her desire to speak out about environmental issues, with climate change one of 

the most important challenges facing the church and the world. 

Do pray for Bishop Olivia, and for The Revd Canon Stephen Pullin, Vicar of Reading 

Minster, who has been appointed as the next Archdeacon of Berkshire, taking over 

from Olivia.  Stephen will take up his new role at the end of February. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Olivia at St Paul‟s Cathedral  

with the Archbishop of Canterbury  

and the Bishop of Dover 
Bishop Olivia at Reading Minster with 

Stephen, Bishop  of Oxford 

http://www.Facebook.com/EarleySaintPeters


Lectionary for December 2019 / January 2020 
 

 

Sunday 1st December 2019 – Advent Sunday 

8am Holy Communion 

Isaiah 2.1-5; Matthew 24.36-44 

10am Bread & Wine for Advent Sunday 

Isaiah 2.1-5; Matthew 24.36-44 

6.30pm Advent Service 

 

Sunday 8th December 2019 – Second Sunday of Advent 

8am Holy Communion 

Isaiah 11.1-10; Matthew 3.1-12 

10am Parish Communion 

Isaiah 11.1-10; Romans 15.4-13; Matthew 3.1-12 

3pm Christmas Crafts, refreshments, and Christingle-making in the Hall 

4pm Christingle Service 

 

Sunday 15th December 2019 – Third Sunday of Advent 

8am Holy Communion 

Isaiah 35.1-10; Matthew 11.2-11 

10am Parish Communion 

Isaiah 35.1-10; James 5.7-10; Matthew 11.2-11 

6.30pm Reflective Communion 

 

Sunday 22nd December 2019 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8am Holy Communion 

Isaiah 7.10-16; Matthew 1.18-25 

10am Parish Communion 

Isaiah 7.10-16; Romans 1.1-7; Matthew 1.18-25 

6.30pm Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

 

Tuesday 24th December 2019 – CHRSTMAS EVE 

2.30pm Journey to Bethlehem especially suitable for younger children 

4.30pm Crib Service with Nativity Play 

11pm Carols from the Choir 

11.30pm Midnight Communion 

Isaiah 52.7-10; Hebrews 1.1-4; John 1.1-14 

 

Wednesday 25th December 2019 – CHRISTMAS DAY 

8am Holy Communion 

Isaiah 9.2-7; Luke 2.1-20 

10am Festival Communion with Carols 

Isaiah 9.2-7; Luke 2.1-20 

         continued over the page 



 

Lectionary for December 2019 / January 2020...........continued 
 

Sunday 29th December 2019 – First Sunday of Christmas 

8am Holy Communion 

Hebrews 2.10-18; Matthew 2.13-23 

10am Parish Communion 

Hebrews 2.10-18; Matthew 2.13-23 

NO Evening Service 

 

Sunday 5th January 2020 – EPIPHANY 

8am Holy Communion 

Isaiah 60.1-6; Matthew 2.1-12 

10am Bread & Wine 

Isaiah 60.1-6; Matthew 2.1-12 

6.30pm Evening Worship 

 

Sunday 12th January 2020 – Baptism of Christ 

8am Holy Communion 

Isaiah 42.1-9; Matthew 3.13-17 

10am Parish Communion 

Isaiah 42.1-9; Acts 10.34-43; Matthew 3.13-17 

6.30pm Choral Evensong 

Psalm 47; Joshua 3.1-8, 14-17; Hebrews 1.1-12 

 

Sunday 19th January 2020 – Second Sunday of Epiphany 

8am Holy Communion 

Isaiah 49.1-7; John 1.29-42 

10am Parish Communion 

Isaiah 49.1-7; I Corinthians 1.1-9; John 1.29-42 

6.30pm Reflective Communion 

 

Sunday 26th January 2020 – Third Sunday of Epiphany 

8am Holy Communion 

Isaiah 9.1-4; Matthew 4.12-23 

10am Parish Communion 

Isaiah 9.1-4; I Corinthians 1.10-18; Matthew 4.12-23 

6.30pm Evensong 

Psalm 33.1-12; Ecclesiastes 3.1-11; I Peter I.3-12 

 

 

 

 

 



From the Registers 
 

 

Baptisms   
17th November  Emma Rose Howard  

     daughter of Rupert and Stephanie Howard. 

 
 

Funerals 

21st November  Robert Bonnor  85 

.................................................................................................... 
 

Food Bank 
One way to contribute is to buy an extra tin or non-perishable 

packet of food when doing the shopping and put it in the box at 

the back of the church. The donations are taken to the local 

food bank. Even in Reading there is a need for food banks and 

these are practical ways in which we can help. There is a 
box at the back of church for your donations. Every little 

helps….thank you.  

 
Sponsor a New Chair(s) for the Main Hall 

The chairs in the main hall are worn and tatty.  Also, the legs 

break occasionally making them a potential health and safety 

hazard to users. They have been well used over many years, but 

now need to be replaced. Please consider sponsoring a new 

chair(s) so we can all enjoy sitting in comfort.  The cost of the 

new chairs will be ~ £30 each (style to be confirmed). The new 

chairs will smarten our hall benefitting both members of the 

church and the local community. Please contact Judith Bowler, the hall manager on:  

hall@earleystpeters.org.uk or 0118 966 8575 if you are interested. 

 

 
General Election Hustings 

Don‟t forget to vote on 12th December!  For those who would like to hear from the 

candidates, local churches have organised hustings as follows: 

Wokingham Constituency - Friday 6th December, 7 for 7.30pm, Wokingham Baptist 

Church, Milton Road, RG40 1DE 

Reading East Constituency – Sunday 1st December, 6 for 6.30pm, Wesley Methodist 

Church, Queens Road, RG1 4BW 
 

mailto:hall@earleystpeters.org.uk


The normal pattern of services at St Peter's is as follows: 
Sunday 
8.00am  Holy Communion 

10.00 am  1st  Sunday Bread & Wine - an informal communion service for all  

   ages followed by Tea ’n’ Toast in the church hall 

   Other Sundays Parish Communion  
 

6.30pm                  1st Sunday  Evening Worship 

   time for prayer and quiet using a range of different styles and traditions 
 

   2nd Sunday    Choral Evensong 

   the choir leads much of this traditional worship from  

   The Book of Common Prayer 
 

   3rd Sunday    Holy Communion 

   a simple, reflective service of communion 
 

   4th Sunday    Evensong 

   singing and scripture using The Book of Common Prayer service 
 

   5th Sunday    Compline (Night Prayer) 

   a brief, peaceful service to end the day 
 

Children’s Church during the 10am service (except 1st Sunday)  

  for children 3 to II years old in term-time  

  Children‟s Church is in the church hall and begins with a short Act of Worship 

Bible Explorers – for children in year 4 and above meets once a month during the  

10am service and once a ½ term on a Sunday afternoon  

 

Wednesday 
9.30am  Holy Communion  followed by coffee in church  

10.15am  Tots ‘n’ Teddies  (during school terms) for young children  

      up to school age and their parents /carers  

      followed by tea/coffee/squash/toys in the hall 
 

 

Morning Prayer  is said in the Lady Chapel every Monday at 9am 

    and every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 8.30am 
 

Weddings and baptisms:  
If you are thinking of arranging a wedding or baptism at St Peter‟s please contact the clergy who 

will be very happy to help. 
 

Contact St Peter’s  
Vicarage          0118 966 6701 

Revd Philip Hobday   philip@earleystpeters.org.uk  0118 966 6701 

Revd Hannah Hobday   hannah@earleystpeters.org.uk   0118 966 6701 

Revd Phil Price    curate@earleystpeters.org.uk.    0118 376 5492  

Lay Minister Elaine Watts  elaine@earleystpeters.org.uk  07773 182483 

Parish office     0118 966 8575 

e–mail     admin@earleystpeters.org.uk 

Hall bookings    hall@earleystpeters.org.uk  

Earley St Peter‟s Website  http://www.earleystpeters.org.uk 
 

 

Copy for February 2020 by January by Monday January 27th please 
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