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the keys           



Letter from the Ministry Team 
 

Dear friends, 
 

It‟s sometimes said that the British are notoriously embarrassed by 

talking about politics, religion, and money.  In this letter I am going to 

write about all three! 
 

Our parish is so full of life and energy as we try and serve God here in  

Earley.  We try and follow Christ, and draw others to know him, through the  

cycle of worship and prayer, our choral music, our warm and well-maintained 

buildings, our care for people of all ages, our teaching and study groups, our social 

activities, and so much more.  In the last few months we have started a new 

monthly Sunday afternoon service, Xplore@4, to reach younger families, and a 

monthly Wednesday afternoon group, the 3 Cs, for those who are older.  To do 

all this, to maintain a parish of our size, costs around £160,000 a year. 
 

Despite what a lot of people think, the Church of England is not wealthy, bishops 

no longer live lives of luxury in medieval palaces, and parishes get no direct public 

funding from the taxpayer.  The national church does have an investment portfolio 

– most of which is spent on clergy pensions and helping sustain parish life in the 

very poorest parts of the country.  Parishes such as ours, like most charities, have 

to raise ourselves the funds we need for our work. 
 

That‟s why we‟re so grateful to everyone who gives so generously to the parish‟s 

finances.  In 2019 around £90,000 was donated.  Without this money the  

worship, care, and witness of the parish would not happen.  Thank you.  A further 

£38,000 income comes from property rental and investments. 
 

But, as you will see from those two figures, the parish is spending more than it is 

earning.  Thanks to some historic legacies and rental income we can make up the 

gap.  But we can‟t do that forever.  If we are to be sustainable we need to close 

that gap, which means we must try and raise more funds. 
 

That‟s why your Parochial Church Council is asking all of us to consider our own 

levels of giving, and why we are launching the Parish Giving Scheme this 

month.  This is a new, simple, secure way of giving to parishes, developed by the 

Church of England.  It is run centrally (reducing costs and taking the burden of 

administration off the parish) but everything you give comes back to the parish 

(and it includes an option to give anonymously).  There are leaflets available in 

church and you will hear about it in sermons.  Please consider whether you might 

be able to give in this way, and ask any PCC member if you‟d like to know more. 

 

        Continued on next page  



Parish Diary 

Mothers’ Union 
1st Thursday at 2.15pm 

Next meeting  6th February 
 

Ladies Social Group 

2nd Tuesday in the month at 7.30pm for 8.00pm 

11th February; 10th March 
 

Thursday @ 10 

2nd and 4th Thursdays in the month at 10am in the church hall 

13th & 27th February; 12th & 26th March                    
 

Fellowship Lunch 

1st Friday in the month at 12.30pm;  

Next lunch: February 7th  supporting Guide Dogs for the Blind 

Lent lunches begin on February 28th .........see notices about Lent 
 

Prayer for St Peter’s  

The next Prayers for St Peter‟s will be 5th March 

7.45pm to 8.30pm in the Lady Chapel, everyone is very welcome to come 

and pray for our church and community. The dates for later in 2020 are:  

2nd April; 7th May 
  

Wednesday Bible Study 

On the first Wednesday of the month, we‟re holding a Bible Study from 

10.30  - 11.30 am in the choir vestry.  This follows on from our midweek 

communion (at 9.30am) but you are welcome to just come to the Bible 

Study. Tea/coffee will be available between communion and the Bible Study – 

so come a little early if you want a hot drink!  Speak to Hannah or Elaine if 

you would like to know more.   
Next Bible study: Wednesday 5th February; Wednesday 4th March    

  ......................................................................................................................................................... 

 ................Continued from previous page                              
 

Finally, looking beyond the parish, one word about our national life as, by the time 

you read this, the United Kingdom will be beginning to negotiate a new relationship 

with the European Union after four decades as a member.  There will be a range of 

opinions and feelings among us about this, but whatever the details of the new  

arrangements between us and our European neighbours, the work of healing our 

national divisions is going to take a great deal of time and effort.  Pray that our  

leaders, and all of us, will have a spirit of respect and understanding in the demand-

ing months ahead. 
 

With prayers and best wishes,   

 



Lent 2020  
Lent is fast approaching: Ash Wednesday this year is on February 26th. 

The Lent Group and Lent Hunger lunches have been planned. 

The Lent Group will be looking at the four Gospels and will take place over 
three sessions (three weeks). The sessions will take place IN in the church on 

the evenings on Monday 9th; 16th & 23rd  - March 7.30 to 9pm and Tuesday  

mornings of 10th; 17th and 24th March - 10.30 to 12noon. 

Again this year St Peter‟s will be having Lent Lunches every Friday during 

Lent. The lunch will cost £4 and will consist of soup and a bread roll with a 

biscuit and tea / coffee to follow; after expenses have been taken out all  

profits will be given to charity.  

The theme is paintings / pictures and there will be a short (5 to 10 minute) 

talk while people are drinking their tea/coffee; with a different speaker each 

week.  

Lunches are in the church hall and begin at 12.30pm. 

Everyone is very welcome at the lunches, but so that we know numbers for 

catering please either sign the list at the back of the church (available from 

14th February) phone the Parish Office (966 8575) or e-mail 

admin@earleystpeters.org.uk  to let us know you are coming.   
 

The Fridays are: 

February 28th ; March 6th , 13th, 20th & 27th and April 3rd   

The speakers will include: Richard Miller, Janet Lowne, Joan Hicks, Judith 

Wheatley,  Judith Sumner. 

Below and on the next page are three of the pictures that the speakers have 

chosen to talk about........... 

  

 

 

 

  In the arms of grace  

◄ 



The Disciples Peter and John  

running from the empty tomb  

by Eugene Burnand    ▼ 

The light of the world 

by Holman Hunt. 
◄ 



SUNDAY 16th FEBRUARY  

AT 3 PM  

EARLEY ST PETER’S CHURCH 
 

 A MUSICAL MISCELLANY TO BRIGHTEN  
A WINTER’S AFTERNOON  

 

A CONCERT BY  

CHOLSEY & WALLINGFORD CONCERT BAND  

DIRECTED BY STEWART LEWINS  
 

featuring also  

Music for Flute and Organ  

with Clive Nunn (flute) and Richard Meehan (organ)  
 

 

In aid of Alexander Devine Children’s Hospice  

and Earley St Peter’s Church  
Tickets £10 (Concessions/Students £5, Under-18s £3)  

available from Maggie Nunn (07946 620560),  

the Parish Office (0118 966 8575 Mon-Fri 9 am to 12 noon) 

or on the door.  

Entry includes refreshments, with home-made cakes!  

 

 

................................................................................... 

3 C’s   
Coffee (or tea!), Cake and Chat 

3rd Wednesday of the month  
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 19th February from 2 to 4pm 

Everyone welcome!  

For more details please contact ........... 

Elaine Watts:  elaine@earleystpeters.org.uk;  

Mary Brooke: mary.brooke888@btinternet.com 

or the Parish Office 0118 966 8575 

 

mailto:mary.brooke888@btinternet.com


Come and get involved at Earley St Peter’s! 
 

As part of our Year of Giving, each month 

in Keys we‟re going to speak to someone 

who gives their time and skills to an area 

of our church life. There are all sorts of 

different ways to contribute to our life 

together. 

Sue Taylor is one of the volunteers who 

helps with our Song School.   

Song School is for children in school years 

3 - 7 (roughly 7 – 12 year olds).  They  

rehearse weekly and then sing at one of 

our church services once each half-term. 

 

Sue, why did you start volunteering with Song 

School? 

I had been looking for a way to get more 

involved with church again, and I heard 

they were looking for volunteers for Song 

School.  I enjoy music and I thought this 

was a way that I could help and something I would like to be part of. 
 

Were you worried when you first volunteered? 

Not really.  I was a teacher and I have always enjoyed working with children.  For 

me, that‟s the important part. 
 

What do you enjoy about helping with Song School? 

I like being in the group with Amber (singing teacher for Song School) and seeing 

the way she builds up the children‟s confidence and seeing them improve.  I love 

seeing the progress all the children are making. 
 

What would you say to someone who was thinking of volunteering for a new thing at  

St Peter’s? 

Just go for it! You can always stop again if it turns out not to be the right thing for 

you, but it‟s worth giving it a try.  I feel really glad to be part of the Song School 

team. 
 

Our Song School is run by our director of music Richard Meehan and our singing 

teacher Amber Nunn along with a team of volunteers.  For more information about 

this, contact admin@stpetersearley.org.uk .  If you‟d like to know more about  

helping with any area of church life, please do contact Philip or Hannah who can put 

you in touch with the right person. 

 

mailto:admin@stpetersearley.org.uk


Good News! 
The Pastoral care team found there was a recurring topic at their meetings - people 

who are lonely … those who are bereaved … those living alone … those who find it 

difficult to leave their homes … those whose friends live far away … or who just 

don‟t see their friend that often.  

So they set up a group at St Peters for anyone who wanted to come along – not for 

any specific type or group of people, but a place for all to get together and chat over 

refreshments. They chose the Wednesday afternoon of the 3rd week in each month, 

the only week when there aren‟t other potential social opportunities in our hall with 

time after the event to tidy up before the next booking and because some people 

find it hard to get to morning events. 

And so 3Cs – Coffee (or tea!), Cake and Chat was born in November. People came 

for a short while or the whole session. They chatted, they ate cake, they drank coffee 

(or tea!) and when asked if they‟d like anything else from the group they just asked 

for more of the same - So we did it again in January and even more people came 

along – more people we can get to know and find out what‟s happening in our area! 

Here‟s what some of those who came had to say......................... 

“… we have found Elaine, Mary and the team very welcoming and organised. The format is 

simple and appeals basically to the older generation- bereaved, either recent or long term, 

the lonely and any person who appreciates company and a chat- not to mention the  

refreshments!!!” 

“ … it’s nice to have a chat and meet new people and of course cake and a cuppa always 

go down well, don’t they? We are all retired and mostly members of St. Peter's. When  

people are on their own (as I am now) it’s good to have a reason to make an effort and get 

out there and join in.” 

So now it‟s a regular „thing‟ – the next 2 meetings are on 19th February and 18th 

March and there may be something special for the meeting on 15 April… 

The Pastoral Care Team are grateful for help they‟ve already had from members of 

our congregation, and would always welcome others who would like to get involved 

– if you could help with lifts in particular, there‟d be refreshments and chance to chat 

for you too! 

And if you know someone who‟d enjoy this chance to get out and meet others (they 

don't have to be a member of our congregation), then do invite (or bring!) them 

along to the next meeting – you‟d get cake too! 

 



Quiz time! 

We produced quizzes for the August and New Year Fun Afternoons -  here 

is the one we set for August ...........see if you can answer these questions! 
 
 

1. In what year was St Peter‟s Church consecrated? 

2. What is the symbol of St Peter? 

3. Who painted the wall paintings in the church sanctuary?  

4. In whose memory were the wall paintings painted? 

5. Which vicar died in the vestry before Morning Prayer? 

6. Who founded Reading Abbey? 

7. Which river flows through Reading to join the R. Thames? 

8. What was the original name of the shop now called John Lewis? 

9. Which saint is the Catholic Church next to the Reading prison (now closed) 

dedicated to? 

10. Who built the railway that runs through Reading? 

11. A twin brother and sister coached/managed two England Ladies‟ sports teams 

last summer (2019) (a) what are their names ? (b) which teams did they 

coach? 

12. Which cricket team won the World Cup in July 2019? 

13. What is the Christian name of Andy Murray‟s tennis playing brother? 

14. Who beat Roger Federer in last year‟s (2019) Wimbledon men‟s tennis final? 

15. Who was the comedian who created the character “loadsamoney”? 

16. Which duck is associated with Beatrix Potter? 

17. Who was the man to run the first sub-4 minute mile? 

18. Who was the author of the book Dracula? 

19. Which division of the football league does Reading Football Club play in? 

20. Who was the mountaineer from New Zealand to reach the summit of Everest 

in 1953?  

21. What was the name on Tin Tin‟s dog?  

22. Who is married to Billy Connolly? 

23. Which is the first book in the bible? 

24. Who was the priest who founded the Samaritans? 

25. These are all items of jewellery..............can you unscramble them? ADMIRING 

NOD; ANGRIER; GEL BAN 

26. What was the pseudonym of Ruth Rendell? 

27. Who wrote the Mr Men and Little Miss books? 

 

 

 

 

The answers are at the bottom of the next page 



 

Lectionary for February 2020 
 

Sunday 2nd February 2020 – Candlemas  
 

8am Holy Communion 

Hebrews 2.14-18; Luke 2.22-40 
 

10am Bread & Wine 

Hebrews 2.14-18; Luke 2.22-40 
 

6.30pm Evening Worship 

 

Sunday 9th February 2020 – Third Sunday before Lent; Septuagesima 
 

8am Holy Communion 

I Peter 2.4-9; Luke 10.25-37 
 

10am Parish Communion with Song School 

I Peter 2.4-9; Luke 10.25-37 
 

6.30pm Choral Evensong 

Psalm 3; Amos 2.4-16; Ephesians 4.17-end 

 

Sunday 16th February 2020 – Second Sunday before Lent; Sexagesima 
 

8am Holy Communion 

I Corinthians 16.1-9; Mark 10.35-45 
 

10am Parish Communion 

I Corinthians 16.1-9; Mark 10.35-45 
 

4pm Xplore@4 in the Church Hall 
 

6.30pm Reflective Communion 

 

Sunday 23rd February 2020 – Sunday next before Lent; Quinquagesima 
 

8am Holy Communion 

Exodus 24.12-18; Matthew 17.1-9 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Exodus 24.12-18; II Peter 1.16-21; Matthew 17.1-9 
 

6.30pm Evensong 

Psalm 84; Ecclesiasticus 48.1-10; Matthew 17.9-23 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY – 26th February 
 

8pm Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes 

Joel 2.1-7, 12-17; John 8.1-11 

 

 

 

 



From the Registers 
 

Thanksgiving for  birth 
December 15th 

Harper Mary Ann McCoy daughter of Katie and Gary McCoy  
 

 

Weddings 
6th December 2019  Lewis James Murphy and Sarah Jayne Clark 
  

 

Funerals 
13th January  Victor Johnson 90 

20th January   Dorothy Moody 103 
 

.................................................................................................... 
 

Food Bank 
One way to contribute is to buy an extra tin or non-perishable 

packet of food when doing the shopping and put it in the box at  

the back of the church. The donations are taken to the local 

food bank. Even in Reading there is a need for food banks and 

these are practical ways in which we can help. There is a box at 

the back of church for your donations. Every little helps….thank 

you. 
............................................................................................................................. ............ 
 

84th Reading Scout Group is actively recruiting for new leaders and members of 

our exec committee. We‟d love to hear from anyone, whether a parent or someone 

who cares and supports the Scouting cause and would like to do their bit to making 

a difference to the future. Please contact: gsl@84threadingscouts.org.uk 
 

............................................................................................................................................................. 

GSuite: The Parish Office is looking at moving our emails onto a new programme 

called GSuite, but we need someone who knows more about IT to help us under-

stand what‟s involved!  Please speak to Mary in the office 

admin@earleystpeters.org.uk) if you might be able to help. 
............................................................................................................................................................................. 

Quiz answers   
 

1. 1844; 2. Keys; 3. Ion Pace; 4. Charles Stephens; 5. Canon Fowler (1923); 6. Henry 1;  

7. River Kennet; 8. Heelas; 9. St James; 10. Brunel/ G.W.R. 11. (a) Phil & Tracy Neville  

(b) Football & Netball; 12. England;  13. Jamie; 14. Djokovic; 15. Harry Enfield;  

16. Jemima Puddle Duck; 17. Roger Bannister; 18. Bram Stoker; 19. Championship;  

20. Sir Edmund Hilary; 21. Snowy; 22. Pamela Stephenson; 23. Genesis; 24. Chad Varah;  

25. Diamond Ring, Ear Ring, Bracelet; 26. Barbara Vine; 27. Roger Hargreaves.    

            

mailto:gsl@84threadingscouts.org.uk
mailto:admin@earleystpeters.org.uk


The normal pattern of services at St Peter's is as follows: 
Sunday 
8.00am  Holy Communion 

10.00 am  1st  Sunday Bread & Wine - an informal communion service for all  

   ages followed by Tea ’n’ Toast in the church hall 

   Other Sundays Parish Communion  
 

6.30pm                  1st Sunday  Evening Worship 

   time for prayer and quiet using a range of different styles and traditions 
 

   2nd Sunday    Choral Evensong 

   the choir leads much of this traditional worship from  

   The Book of Common Prayer 
 

   3rd Sunday    Holy Communion 

   a simple, reflective service of communion 
 

   4th Sunday    Evensong 

   singing and scripture using The Book of Common Prayer service 
 

   5th Sunday    Compline (Night Prayer) 

   a brief, peaceful service to end the day 
 

Children’s Church during the 10am service (except 1st Sunday)  

  for children 3 to II years old in term-time  

  Children‟s Church is in the church hall and begins with a short Act of Worship 

Bible Explorers – for children in year 4 and above meets once a month during the  

10am service and once a ½ term on a Sunday afternoon  

 

Wednesday 
9.30am  Holy Communion  followed by coffee in church  

10.15am  Tots ‘n’ Teddies  (during school terms) for young children  

      up to school age and their parents /carers  

      followed by tea/coffee/squash/toys in the hall 
 

 

Morning Prayer  is said in the Lady Chapel every Monday at 9am 

    and every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 8.30am 
 

Weddings and baptisms:  
If you are thinking of arranging a wedding or baptism at St Peter‟s please contact the clergy who 

will be very happy to help. 
 

Contact St Peter’s  
Vicarage          0118 966 6701 

Revd Philip Hobday   philip@earleystpeters.org.uk  0118 966 6701 

Revd Hannah Hobday   hannah@earleystpeters.org.uk   0118 966 6701 

Revd Phil Price    curate@earleystpeters.org.uk.    0118 376 5492  

Lay Minister Elaine Watts  elaine@earleystpeters.org.uk  07773 182483 

Parish office     admin@earleystpeters.org.uk  0118 966 8575 

Hall bookings    hall@earleystpeters.org.uk  

Earley St Peter‟s Website  http://www.earleystpeters.org.uk 
 

 

 

Copy for March 2020 by Monday 24th February please 
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