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Letter from the Ministry Team 
 

Dear friends, 
 

On my forehead as I write this letter is an ash cross.  It is a reminder 

that Lent is now underway.  Lent often gets a bit of a bad name, a bit 

like New Year‟s Resolutions just without the warm afterglow of 

Christmas.  The hymns are a bit dirge-like, we don‟t have any flowers in church, 

we have to stop the chocolate or the grumbling or the gin and tonic.  You can 

guess which one of those three I‟ve given up!! 
 

But increasingly as I struggle and grow in my faith I am coming to see Lent as a 

gift.  Our beautiful church, our beautiful music, the beautiful words of our prayers 

with their history and rhythm – all are stripped back to the essentials, the basics.  

Changing familiar habits (dropping a luxury or taking up something new) is a  

symbol of that refocusing on the essentials. 
 

And the essentials, for the Christian, are the same all year round.  Lent is just a 

time to see them more clearly.  I am a beloved child of God but I make a mess of 

things and struggle to discover what God wants from me.  God came into the 

world in Jesus of Nazareth to live, die, and rise again to show us a better way and 

to put things right.  I have hope that I can live better now and live without end in 

the future because Jesus Christ shows me the way.  I connect with God through 

saying my prayers, reading God‟s Word in the Bible, worshipping him with others, 

and trying to care for those people who God especially wants to be looked after 

– the poor and vulnerable.   
 

So that focussing on the essentials is why we offer a range of chances during Lent 

for that concentrated focus on God and our relationship with him.  We can talk 

more about what God is saying through his Word in the Bible through our Lent 

groups, where we can ask question sand learn from each other.  We can find new 

ways of engaging with God through art in our Lent talks, and at the same time 

care for those in need through the Lent lunches.  At our Lenten Choral Evensong 

and then in our special Holy Week and Easter services we trace again the journey 

of Christ through tragedy and torment to triumph.   
 

I‟m already missing my gin and tonic, and I‟ll be glad when we have flowers and 

alleluias and rich prayers again at Easter.  But in the meantime I am going to try 

and enjoy Lent as a gift – a time set apart when I can focus on the essentials and 

reconnect with the God who loves me and gives me life. 

 

With prayers and best wishes, 



Parish Diary 

Mothers’ Union 
1st Thursday at 2.15pm 

Next meeting  5th March 
 

Ladies Social Group 

2nd Tuesday in the month at 7.30pm for 8.00pm 

10th March 
 

Thursday @ 10 

2nd and 4th Thursdays in the month at 10am in the church hall 

12th & 26th March                    
 

Fellowship Lunch 

1st Friday in the month at 12.30pm; 

No Fellowship lunches in Lent; next lunch Friday May 8th  

Lent lunches begin on February 28th .........see notices about Lent 
 

3Cs 

3rd Wednesday in the month 2 - 4pm 

March 18th and April 15th  
 

Prayer for St Peter’s  

The next Prayers for St Peter‟s will be 5th March 

7.45pm to 8.30pm in the Lady Chapel, everyone is very welcome to come and pray 

for our church and community. Later dates are: 2nd April; 7th May 
  

Wednesday Bible Study 

On the first Wednesday of the month, we‟re holding a Bible Study from 10.30  - 

11.30 am in the choir vestry.  This follows on from our midweek communion (at 

9.30am) but you are welcome to just come to the Bible Study. Tea/coffee will be 

available between communion and the Bible Study – so come a little early if you 

want a hot drink!  Speak to Hannah or Elaine if you would like to know more.   

Next Bible study: Wednesday 4th March    
 

Parish Giving 
In February Keys and in sermons throughout the month we have been considering 

giving to the Parish.  Thank you to all those who have commented or asked  

questions.  As we have been saying, to maintain the work of our parish costs 

around £160,000 a year.  About £90,000 of this comes from your generosity 

through donations and a further £38,000 from investments and property income.  

We need to close this gap – so as well as keeping a careful eye on costs, we are 

asking everyone to consider whether they can give more.  One particular way to 

give is the new Parish Giving Scheme which is simple, straightforward, and saves the 

parish resources because all the administration is managed by a central organisation 

but we receive all the money!  Regular givers are encouraged to consider whether 

they might move to this simple and secure new system.  Please speak to  

Ann Munday, the clergy, or churchwardens if you would like to know more. 



Electoral Roll 
In preparation for the Annual General Meeting to be held on 26th April, 2020, it is nec-

essary to update the Electoral Roll.  This Roll lists the name  of those members of the 

parish who are entitled to elect the P.C.C.; to vote at the Parish A.G.M. and to stand 

for office either as a member of the P.C.C. and/or a sidesperson. 

To be eligible to have one‟s name entered on this Roll you must 

a) be baptised  

b) be a member of the Church of England or a Church in communion with the Church 

of England 

c) be at least sixteen years of age or will be 16 during the next 12 months 

d) be a resident in the ecclesiastical  parish, or, if not so resident, have habitually at-

tended public worship in the parish during a period of six months prior to enrolment. 

If you are not already on the Electoral Roll or you have changed your name/address, 

please complete a form which is found in the folder at the back of the church, and re-

place it in the folder by Sunday 5th April .  

Electoral Roll Officer 

.............................................................................................................................................................. 

Palm Sunday Musical Recital - Sunday 5th April  3:00pm 
On Palm Sunday afternoon we will be welcoming some senior students from local 

schools, including Reading Blue Coat to perform some musical recitals. This is a won-

derful opportunity for us to make links with the wider community, and should be a 

delightful 45 minutes of contemplation listening to beautiful music. The concert starts 

at 3:00pm, with free entry and a retiring collection for the work of the Song School. 

.............................................................................................................................................................. 

3 C’s   
Coffee (or tea!), Cake and Chat 

3rd Wednesday of the month  
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 18th March from 2 to 4pm 

Everyone welcome!  

For more details please contact ........... 

Elaine Watts:  elaine@earleystpeters.org.uk;  

Mary Brooke: mary.brooke888@btinternet.com 

or the Parish Office 0118 966 8575 

................................................................................................................................................. 
 

The Friendship Group Holidays  

We have two holidays a year organised through Alfa Travel; the next holiday is 

in Torquay from 2nd - 6th November staying at the Metropole Hotel.   

The coach departs from St. Peter's. Dinner Bed and Breakfast is included; there 

will be two excursions and on the free day lunch is included at the hotel.  

If you are interested in joining us and would like to know more please speak to 

Rosemary Germany. 

mailto:mary.brooke888@btinternet.com


St Peter’s Good News 
In January we launched Xplore@4, a new and less formal worship  

opportunity for all ages which meets in the church hall once a month. 
 

Each session has a theme and starts with welcoming tea or coffee. Then we 

come together and the theme is introduced – In January we looked at „New 

year‟s resolutions‟ and in February it was „Love in the air‟ - and then we sing 

songs, using a projector so no need to find places in books, and think about 

the theme - including looking at what the Bible says. Then we separate into 

groups doing different activities before coming together to round up our  

experiences. And then we share a meal together – we had sausages in January 

and baked potatoes in February. People can stay with one group for the  

activity time, or move from group to group. 
 

The activities vary at each Xplore@4 but always include a prayer corner with 

questions to help you reflect and a way to pray, a discussion corner, and craft 

activities for all ages. We‟ve had Play-Doh and Lego among those activities 

too! 
 

People who attended all really enjoy the session they‟ve attended. When 

asked, a couple of seven year olds said „We like the biscuits and the activities.” 

To which an 18-year old replied “So do we!” Adult attendees have said “The 

atmosphere is so welcoming. Walking into a room full of people chatting is so 

much less intimidating that walking into a formal church service when you‟re 

not a regular church goer.” ”We 

found that it was lovely to see activi-
ties for the children, and adults, so 

we all got something from attending.” 

“It was nice to see that young par-

ents were able to get involved in dis-

cussions or prayers, knowing their 

children were happily occupied with-

out them.” “There are so many  

people with work, sporting or other 

commitments on Sunday mornings, 

it‟s great there is this regular  

opportunity for them to attend  

worship.” 
 

If you haven‟t tried Xplore@4 yet, we‟d love to see you – at 4pm – on Sunday 

15th March. Our theme that afternoon is 'Spring cleaning'. 
 



Lent 2020  
The Lent Group will be looking at the four Gospels; which will take 

place over  three sessions (three weeks). The sessions will be in the church on 

the evenings on Monday 9th; 16th & 23rd March from 7.30 to 9pm and on 
Tuesday mornings of 10th; 17th and 24th March from 10.30 to 12noon. 
 

 

Lent Lunches have begun! But it‟s not too late to come to the remainder; 

The lunches are every Friday during Lent, they cost £4 and consist of soup and 

a bread roll with a biscuit and tea / coffee to follow; after expenses have been 

taken out all the profits will be shared between two charities - the Drop-in-

Centre and Mercy Ships.  

The theme  at the lunches this year is paintings / pictures and there will be a 

short (5 to 10 minute) talk while people are drinking their tea/coffee; there will 

be a different speaker each week.  

Lunches are in the church hall and begin at 12.30pm. 
Everyone is very welcome at the lunches, but so that we know numbers for 

catering please either sign the list at the back of the church (available from 

14th February) phone the Parish Office (966 8575) or e-mail 

admin@earleystpeters.org.uk  to let us know you are coming.   
 

Fridays at 12.30pm 
 

February 28th Elaine Watts  The conversion of Paul               Caravaggio 

March  6th   Janet Lowne In the arms of grace                    unknown 

 13th   Revd Joan Hicks The Scorpion       Stanley Spencer 

 20th   Revd Judith Sumner The light of the world          Holman Hunt 

 27th   Revd Judith Wheatley The Return of the Prodigal Son  Rembrandt 

April 3rd   Richard Miller         The Disciples Peter and John  Eugene Burnand 

                    running from the empty tomb          

 

 

 

Lenten Choral Evensong Sunday 8th March  6:30pm 

March's choral evensong will have very much a Lenten theme, taking place in subdued 

light and entirely featuring the work of Thomas Morley. Morley is an English  

composer, and one of a handful of composers who make up a golden age for English 

music in the late 16th Century. Although most known as a madrigal composer, his 

sacred work has a wonderfully spare and plangent quality, and we hope that this will 

create a suitably contemplative atmosphere appropriate to the season. 

 



Holy Week and Easter at Earley St Peter’s 
 

PALM SUNDAY – 5th April 

10-11.10am Palm Procession and Parish Communion  starts in the hall 

6.30-7.30pm  Holy Week Music and Readings  

  the Holy Week story sung by our choir 

 

Monday 6th April  8pm Taizé Service  

Tuesday 7th April  8pm Compline with Address 

Wednesday 8th April 6.30pm Stations of the Cross 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY – 9th April 

8-9pm Holy Communion with Stripping of the Altars  

 followed by watch of prayer until midnight 

 

GOOD FRIDAY – 10th April 

10.45am children‟s craft activities in the hall 

 tea, coffee, hot cross buns and chat* 

12noon All-age service for Good Friday* 

12.30-2pm Church open for quiet prayer 

 2-3pm  The Last Hour  

 readings, prayers, silence, music from the choir 

 

EASTER EVE – Saturday 11th April 

8-9.15pm Easter Vigil & Service of Light begins in Church Hall 

 

EASTER DAY – Sunday 12th April 

8-8.40am Holy Communion 

10-11am Festival Communion for Easter Day* 

 followed by drinks and Easter egg hunt! 

6.30-7.30pm Choral Evensong 

 

all welcome 
services marked * especially suitable for children 

 

Church Road, Earley, RG6 1EY /  f  EarleySaintPeters / www.earleystpeters.org.uk 
admin@earleystpeters.org.uk / 0118 966 8575 

mailto:admin@earleystpeters.org.uk


Margaret Gazzard is 90 not out! 

Margaret  celebrated her birthday at the 

beginning of February;  

she is pictured here with the  

basket of flowers given to her by Hannah 

The concert raised £240 each 

for St Peter‟s Church  

and the Alexander Devine  

children‟s hospice. 

The raffle raised 

an additional £154  

for the hospice. 

Cholsey & Wallingford Concert Band 

play at St Peter’s 

Clive Nunn  

played the flute 



Come and get involved at Earley St Peter’s! 
As part of our Year of Giving, each month in Keys 

we‟re going to speak to someone who gives their 

time and skills to an area of our church life. There 

are all sorts of different ways to contribute to our 

life together. 

Judith Bowler is one of the volunteers who helps 

with our Children‟s Church.   
 
 

How do you give time to Earley St Peters?  

I'm one of the children's church leaders and also help 

with some of the other children's activities which 

take place at Earley St Peter's. 
 

What exactly does this entail? 

As a children's church leader I lead the children's 

worship which takes place in the hall on a Sunday morning (as part of a rota).  

We follow a simple service with a song, prayers and tell a bible passage in a lively 

and engaging way for the children. This is followed by activities related to the theme 

including crafts and discussion about what the bible passage means to the children 

today. 
 

What prompted you to offer your time in this way? 

I'd been coming regularly to children's church with my children. Children's church 

was looking for more leaders and it was great to be able to help, and give to the 

children and families who come to Earley St Peter's in this way. 
 

What do you enjoy about your voluntary role with us? 

It's lovely seeing the children engage with the worship, helping them to think more 

about what God means to them and seeing them have fun together. To quote a cou-

ple of seven year olds when discussing where do we experience God today "God is 

in my heart" and "he is in Church, school, and all around us" 
 

What have you gained from this? 

I've grown in confidence through leading children's church; initially being worried if I 

could engage with the children to realising I can and enjoying it. As the children get 

older its lovely seeing them develop and express themselves in their own way. 

 

 



 

Lectionary for March 2020 
 

Sunday 1st March 2020 – First Sunday of Lent 
 

8am Holy Communion 

Genesis 2.15-17, 3.1-7; Matthew 4.1-11 
 

10am Bread & Wine 

Genesis 2.15-17, 3.1-7; Matthew 4.1-11 
 

6.30pm Evening Worship 

 

Sunday 8th March 2020 – Second Sunday of Lent 
 

8am Holy Communion 

Genesis 12.1-4a; John 3.1-17 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Genesis 12.1-4a; Romans 4.1-5, 13-17; John 3.1-17 
 

6.30pm Choral Evensong 

Psalm 135.1-14; Numbers 21.4-9; Luke 14.27-33 

 

Sunday 15th March 2020 – Third Sunday of Lent 
 

8am Holy Communion 

Exodus 17.1-7; John 4.5-42 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Exodus 17.1-7; Romans 5.1-11; John 4.5-42 
 

4pm Xplore@4 in the Church Hall 
 

6.30pm Reflective Communion 

 

Sunday 22nd March 2019 – Fourth Sunday of Lent; Mothering Sunday 
 

8am Holy Communion 

Exodus 2.1-10; John 19.25b-27 
 

10am Parish Communion 

Exodus 2.1-10; Colossians 3.12-17; John 19.25b-27 
 

6.30pm Evensong 

Psalm 31.1-8; Prayer of Manasseh; John 3.14-21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From the Registers 
 

Funerals 
5th February  Winston Patterson  59 
 

20th February   Jean Howard  94  
 

................................................................................................... 
 

COVID 19 / Coronavirus Guidance 

Following Church of England guidance about COVID 19 (coronavirus) we are asking 

people not to dip their wafers in the chalice (intincting). If you are concerned about 

sharing the chalice, please receive just the bread at communion. 

The chalice assistants have been asked not to allow anyone to dip their wafer. Do 

speak to the churchwardens if you would like to know further details about the ad-

vice. The current advice does not suggest churches should restrict the sharing of the 

peace, but anyone who would prefer not to shake hands with others could simply 

greet them verbally at the peace. 

NHS guidance suggests: 

Do: 

 Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when 

you cough or sneeze 

 Put used tissues in the bin immediately 

 Wash you hands with soap and water often – use hand sanitiser gel if soap and  

 water are not available 

 Try to avoid close contact with people who are unwell 

Don’t  

 do not touch your eyes, nose or mouth if your hands are not clean 

For more information or if you are concerned see  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  or phone 111 
 

................................................................................................................................................ 
 

 

Food Bank 
One way to contribute is to buy an extra tin or non-perishable 

packet of food when doing the shopping and put it in the box at 

the back of the church. The donations are taken to the local food 

bank. Even in Reading there is a need for food banks and these are 

practical ways in which we can help. There is a box at the back of 
church for your donations. Every little helps….thank you.  
 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


The normal pattern of services at St Peter's is as follows: 
Sunday 
8.00am  Holy Communion 

10.00 am  1st  Sunday Bread & Wine - an informal communion service for all  

   ages followed by Tea ’n’ Toast in the church hall 

   Other Sundays Parish Communion  
 

6.30pm                  1st Sunday  Evening Worship 

   time for prayer and quiet using a range of different styles and traditions 
 

   2nd Sunday    Choral Evensong 

   the choir leads much of this traditional worship from  

   The Book of Common Prayer 
 

   3rd Sunday    Holy Communion 

   a simple, reflective service of communion 
 

   4th Sunday    Evensong 

   singing and scripture using The Book of Common Prayer service 
 

   5th Sunday    Compline (Night Prayer) 

   a brief, peaceful service to end the day 
 

Children’s Church during the 10am service (except 1st Sunday)  

  for children 3 to II years old in term-time  

  Children‟s Church is in the church hall and begins with a short Act of Worship 

Bible Explorers – for children in year 4 and above meets once a month during the  

10am service and once a ½ term on a Sunday afternoon  

 

Wednesday 
9.30am  Holy Communion  followed by coffee in church  

10.15am  Tots ‘n’ Teddies  (during school terms) for young children  

      up to school age and their parents /carers  

      followed by tea/coffee/squash/toys in the hall 
 

 

Morning Prayer  is said in the Lady Chapel every Monday at 9am 

    and every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 8.30am 
 

Weddings and baptisms:  
If you are thinking of arranging a wedding or baptism at St Peter‟s please contact the clergy who 

will be very happy to help. 
 

Contact St Peter’s  
Vicarage          0118 966 6701 

Revd Philip Hobday   philip@earleystpeters.org.uk  0118 966 6701 

Revd Hannah Hobday   hannah@earleystpeters.org.uk   0118 966 6701 

Revd Phil Price    curate@earleystpeters.org.uk.    0118 376 5492  

Lay Minister Elaine Watts  elaine@earleystpeters.org.uk  07773 182483 

Parish office     admin@earleystpeters.org.uk  0118 966 8575 

Hall bookings    hall@earleystpeters.org.uk  

Earley St Peter‟s Website  http://www.earleystpeters.org.uk 
 

 

 

Copy for April 2020 by Monday 24th March please 
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