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Let us turn our thoughts to this day of just triumph and proud sorrow, and then take 

up our work again, resolved as a people to do nothing unworthy of those who died 

for us, and to make the world such a world as they would have desired for their 

children and for ours. 

King George VI’s Broadcast, 8th May 1945 

 

Some of us will remember those words when they were spoken on Victory in Europe 

Day which we celebrated seventy-five years ago today – will remember a feeling of 

exhausted relief and national celebration, spontaneous street parties and jubilant sing-

alongs.  If you’re around my age or a bit older, it’s something we only know about 

from our parents’ and grandparents’ stories.  And for those growing up now it will be 

an even more distant event, something they only ever read about or watch. 

 

But it’s right we pause to mark the end of the European phase of the War, seventy-

five years ago today.  We rightly give thanks for all those who fought for our 

freedom, especially those who died – just under four hundred thousand British 

service personnel died in the six-year conflict.  We honour those surviving veterans 

of this terrible but necessary struggle.  Thanks to the great international effort, in 

which they gave their youth and in many cases their lives, the murderous tyranny of 

Nazism was defeated; freedom and democracy were maintained here and restored to 

many countries around the world.  Of course, hostilities in the Far East continued 

until the summer, and we will remember those who fought there later in the year. 

 

I’ve found these words from the late King’s broadcast really inspiring.  Himself a war 

veteran (he saw action in the First World War as a naval officer at Jutland in 1916) he 

nonetheless realised that winning a war was just the start.  VE Day marked not just 



victory in battle but the start of a new phase, of restoring destroyed buildings and 

shaping a new and better society. 

 

I don’t myself much care for using the language of war to describe our struggle with 

Covid-19, if only because the minor inconveniences I am suffering from the 

pandemic are of a completely different scale from the horrors of war or the supreme 

sacrifice of those who fight and die for the freedom of others.   

 

But just as VE Day was the moment when our nation moved from winning a war to 

building a peace, so too if we can get to a point where this pandemic is much more 

under control this will only be the beginning.  Just as our society had to come 

together shape the peace as it had come together to fight the War, so too we will need 

to come together to shape our future just as much as we’ve had to share together the 

restrictions and changes to our lives that our response to the pandemic has demanded.   

 

So we will have, together, to work out how we make our society healthier and fairer 

and stronger.  We will have to find ways to reflect the truth we’ve learned that shelf-

stackers and delivery drivers are as vital to our lives as brain surgeons and prime 

ministers.  We have lessons to learn about how vulnerable we are and how much we 

need each other; the importance of humans being together and of human touch.  We 

will have to ponder how inter-related we are not just with each other but the entire 

global community, and what we do in one part of the world can have serious 

consequences in another.  The changes in our lifestyle and its effects on the 

atmosphere must prompt us to consider how we can do less damage to our 

environment. 

 

We rightly commemorate the hard-fought victories of 1945, giving thanks for the 

future and freedom which was won for us by those who fought and those supported 

the war effort.  In marking this national celebration, then, and honouring those, living 

and dead, who made possible Victory in Europe, it may be time for some serious 



reflection on how we build the future together after our present and very different 

struggle has abated.  If we do that – as these words of King George VI inspired our 

nation seventy-five years ago – we will might to build a world for the generations of 

the future which honours the sacrifice of the generations of the past. 


